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17MENC14 American Literature

                                                                         PART A                                       10 x 1 = 10       
           	Choose the Correct Answer
     1. One of the most well-known Realist authors was?
    a. Ralph Waldo Emerson 	b. Benjamin Franklin 	 c. James Cooper  	d. Mark Twain
	
2. Naturalist stories are always very?
    a. Funny   			b. Somber   			 c. Confusing   	d. Scary

3. Whitman was born on May 31, 1819 in?
    a. Brooklyn, NY   						b. Camden, New Jersey  	
    c. West Hills, Long Island  					d. Washington D.C.

4. What is the intention of this poem Dickinson’s “Because I Could Not Stop for Death”?
    a. Be prepared for death   					b. Life is tough   
    c. Death is scary  						d. Death is nothing to be afraid of

5. In which town did Thoreau spend most of his life? 
    a.Boston   			b. Concord   			 c. Plymouth   	d. Providence

6. In "Self-Reliance," Emerson talks about how individuals should not conform to what?
     a. The Ego   			b. The Church’s Morals  	c. Their Intuition   	d. Societal Norms  

7. Who does Tommy entrust with the last of his money?
     a. His father			b. Margaret			c. Mr. Perls		d. Dr. Tamkin

8. In ''The Five Boons of Life,'' the main character has to make a choice between all of these 
    options EXCEPT which?
    a.Death   			b. Fame    			c. Love    		d. Peace

9. How does Missus Sommer plan to spend the extra money she found?
    a. She can buy cloth to make shirts for the boys.  	
    b. She can buy her daughter another dress.
    c. She can walk around the state and think about her choices.
    d. All of the above 

    10. What was Arthur Miller's religious background?
    a. Catholic   			b. Baptist  			c. Jewish   		d. Anglican 




Part B		                                5 x 6 = 30
Answer ALL questions
Each answer should not exceed 400 words or two pages

11.a. Discuss the features of American Naturalism of the nineteeth century.   
(or)
11.b. What is the relationship between satisfaction and happiness in The American Dream?

12.a. Describe Whitman’s use of imagery in his poem “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard  
         Bloom’d”.
(or)
 	12.b. Why might the speaker not fear for death in Dickenson’s “Because I Could Not Stop for  
                    Death”?

13.a. Does Thoreau show socialist tendencies, though he is writing before socialism is a  
                     recognized idea?
(or)
13.b. According to Emerson, believes in oneself innate or does it has to be learned?

	14.a. How does the author describe Mrs. Sommers’ view on these days?  Why?	
	                        (or)	
14.b. What is Dr. Tamkin's role in the novel Saul Bellow’s Seize the Day?

15.a. How does the temporal structure of Our Town reflect and influence the main ideas of  
         the play?
(or)
 	15.b. What is the significance of the fallen tree in the Kellers' yard?
										 
	
						    Part C                                           5 x 12 = 60
 Answer ALL questions
Each answer should not exceed 800 words or four pages

16.a. Bring out the salient features of American Puritanism.
(or)
 	16.b. Elaborate the contribution of African American Women writers to twentieth century  
                     American Literature.   

17.a. Briefly describe the main themes of Robert Frost's poem entitled "Birches".
(or)
17.b. Analyse the Poem "The Waking" by Theodore Roethke.

18.a. Explain the context of John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address.
(or)
18.b. Illustrate on Illusion and Reality in Emerson's Experience in ‘Self-reliance’.

19.a. Saul Bellow is ranked among the greatest American prose stylists of the twentieth  
          century. What are the most distinctive characteristics of his writing in Seize the Day?
(or)
 	19.b. Write an essay on  Mark Twains’s Five Boons of Life. 

20.a. Miller’s All My Sons is often described as a critique of the American Dream. Discuss 
         this proposition.
(or)
20.b. Discuss the character of the Stage Manager. How does he fit into the world of the play?
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Seek and Ye Shall Find





