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CHAPTER - 3 

CORRUPTION: A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY 

Corruption is a dishonest or fraudulent Conduct by those in power, typically involving 

bribers It also indicates the action of making someone or something morally deprived or the 

state or b6ng so. From smut I clerks to the high profile politicians, commissioners, police 

inspectors, traffic police, stock exchange brokers, military establishments, recruiters. sports men. 

judiciary and most of the government employees, corruption is seen and felt in every nook and 

corner. 

Corruption is a global phenomenon and it is omnipresent. It has progressively increased 

and has a rapid growth in society and hurts everyone "to depends on the integrity of people. 

I'orms of corruption vary, but invariably,  include bribery, extortion, cronyism. nepotism, 

patronage. graft, and embezzlement. A health\ India will not he a product of merely its 

1101 i\ atcd people. or honest public servants, or .1 udicial s stems: it is the amalgamation of all of 

these. Corrupt ion ruins the nation to immeasurable extents. CorrLrpt ii inded people lose all their 

moralit\ and conscience in their dealings. 

Corruption is a disease that eats Be cultural. political and economic fabric of society. and 

destroys the functioning of the vital organs. It is one of the greatest challenges of the 

contemporary India. It undermines good government. fundamentally distorts public pol cv. leads 

to the misallocation of resources. harms the private sector and its development and particularly 

hurts the poor. 



41 

lodav the stench of corruption in India is widely spread right from getting into schools or 

colleges, to gett ig johs. promotions or even passports. An already flnancial ly burdened common 

I nd an cannot bear such extra costs and eventual l\ ends his or her life in some vav or the other. 

Corruption eakens the political body and destroys the supreme importance Of the la that 

O\ eros the soc ict\ Corruption in India  is a result of the connection bet ceo bureaucrats, 

politicians and en m i oak. It is a eapon for criminals to escape from a crime and develop their 

status in the soc iet\. India su I'frrs by this evil deed. 

Iver one should think about the reasons of'the developing culture of corruption. 

People \ ho ork on right principles are unrecognized and considered to he a fool in the 

modern society. People of India are not awakened and enlightened about the corruption. They 

I'ear to raise their \ oice against anti-social elements that pre all in the society. 

Arav ind Adiga. one of' the notable niters has raised his voice against this corrupt 

culture in lid a in Ii is novels i/ic U 'li/ic i'/ci', Bciwccii the ,'1 .vvasvi icti ions, and Lavi .lIa,i in 

ioocr. Adiga pros es his concern for India h\ portra\ ing the evil po er. corruption ' hich is 

ob\ iousE seen in di l'Ferent areas like p01 tics. secLinit l'orces. law and order. education, and 

go\ernnient hospitals. 

Corruption is one of' the prime concerns in Adiga's orks. India's total ediflce structure 

is damaged b\ these corrupt politicians. Politicians are in constant thirst for monetary benefits 

and the\ do not care about the welfare of the people. The greedy politicians make havoc in the 

societ\ . Elections in many parts Of the countr\ have become associated with a host of criminal 

activities. 

Adiga brings a clear picture ahoLit the poor condition of politics due to corruption. 

Political leaders have spoiled the society completely. They lead a luxurious life and do not care 
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about the soCiet\ lb is CoflLiptioil in politics ruinS the Ti Ic of citizens in various ways. Ihe 

corrupt political s\ stem, bureaucratic set up according to these novels refer to the darkest sight of 

I ndia v hich spreads rottenness and corruption in society hindering all developmental and welfare 

schemes. It restricts halt' of' this country 'roni achieving its potential. 

Indian politics has di fThrent political issues. Some issues are of national level and some 

:ire regional. Soiiie communities demand more eonom cal and social rights for their 

comniun ties. hi Ic others demand more autonom\ for thei i' cultures within the Indian states. 

Some demanded autonomous states within the Indian Union. while the others demanded to be 

independent from India. N umber of political problems still exist and remain unsolved in India. 

India got it's freedom from the British. but today she is a slave in the hands olthe 

politicians. In The U'hiie 77ger, Adiga indicates "On the fifteenth of ALigust, 1947 - the day the 

British left - the cages had been left open: and the animals had attacked and ripped each other 

apart and jungle la replaced zoo la . Those that were the most ferocious and hungriest. had 

eaten everyone else up. and gro\n big bellies" (63-64). 

Adiga condemns harshly the total parliamentary system. He points out that "We have 

this lucked-up s stem cal led parliamentary democracy ... What a fucking joke" (1 86). In India. 

Parliament becomes the place of' chaos and complications. The only place to break the chairs and 

tear the shirts is the parliament. Krishna singh in the article "Aravind Adiga's The While tiger: A 

Tale of two Indias" quotes the words of Kiran Desai who comments on the corrupt political 

system in India "Not one truthful politician in the whole country. Yes our parliament is made of 

thieves, each one answerable to the Prime Minister who i the bioest thief of them all" (6). 

Adiga in his novels tries to convey that India is being ruled by thieves only. India's lower house 

of parliament. the Lok Sahha. has 545 elected Ia makers. Approximately 30 percent have 
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cri iii nal cases acai nst theni, India has lost its total perfection and protection. Adigas novels are 

a proc lamat ion o corrupt ion. 

The pi'otagon st Bal ram. in The U 7iiie 77ger belongs to the marginal ized section of the 

Societ\ Ic does not belong to 111V elite groups. lie comes from a poor ftimi lv. But due to 

corruption he reaches the pinnacle of entrepreneursh p. All the misconducts of Balrani are hidden 

by the po er of money. I Ic sa s. "most of the politicians are half baked. That is the whole 

traged of this count" (1 0). But these half baked corrupt politicians are wise. only in looting. in 

educational status. most of the politicians are semi-I iterate. Those 'a. ho are ell versed in looting. 

s\\indl  ing. lying are the eligible candidates to enter the politics. Politics doesn't require an 

educational quali flcation. Anybody can enter politics to earn nioney. This is the pathetic 

condition of India. 

Balram says "I still can't believe it. The people of this country had a chance to put an 

efflcient ruling party back in power, and instead they have voted in the most outrageous hunch of 

thugs'' (280). Adiga notes. "Typhoid. cholera and election fever are the three main diseases of 

this countr\ and the last one is the orst: It makes people talk and talk about things that they 

have no sa in" (98). 

lid Ia is the largest democracy in the orid, [lections are held at different, levels in md a 

- in c it\. to\\ n and  in i I age councils. In some places elections are hel ng organized at gunpoint. 

In these elections, voters are not given ti'eedom of choice and are being threatened to vote fbr a 

particular cand date. 

ihe poor and the do ii trodden are thought about only on the day of election as 

politicians need their vote. They give lots of promises for the enhancement of their life status. 

Nut after the election, these politicians forget their pledges and their promises. These voters are 



44 

carried aw;ij by the Use promises ot'the politicians. Hence. they dream ofa bright future 

ithout kno\\ inc  that they would he thron into darkness again. The elections never make any 

changes in society. 

These elections are the strong source for these politicians to change their life condition. 

Balram reports. am lndia's most faithtul voter and I still have not seen the inside of a %oting, 

booth (I 02). klection is a strong weapon to change the fate of a country. but it becomes An. 

The result of the election is nothing. only the ru lag po er is transferred from one hand to 

anothek but the common mans fate remains Unchanged. Money-bags, muscle power. police 

strategic alignment and po er compel the underclass to assure the victory in the political game. 

\dlga observes that there's only one thing rong ith this place - we have this . . . system 

called parliamentar\ democracy. Other se. e'd he just like china' (156) . This is the ironic 

tone of Adiga hich makes the readers to realize how these contemporary politicians are corrupt 

and p0\\er  hungry. 

Corruption has created new distinctions and classes. Balram says "In the old days there 

crc one thousand castes and destinies in India no just to castes. Men ith big bellies and 

men ith small bellies. A id only two destinies: eat - ct eaten up" (64). Every politician \' ants 

to fulfill their needs first. Final lv corruption becomes the sacred symbol of politics. Corruption in 

politics is a major issue and adversel afhcts the lad ian democracy. 

Adiga concentrates on corruption in the educational s\stem. According to Adiga the life 

of the underc lass darkens when corruption exists in the educational system of the society. 

Iducation is fundamental to human progress. It plays a prominent role in all-around development 

of an indi dual as ell as the at large society. Education plays a key role in creating patriotic, 

disciplined and productive manpo er. 
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kdLicated manpoer is considered as a precious asset as vell as agents for advancing the 

nation. Corrupt practices in the education system have dccl ned the ethical values among 

students and shattcr confldence in the quality of the educational system. When youngsters 

become familiar \\ ith  corrupt practices in the edLicational system, they realize that personal 

success depends not on performance but on briber\ . la\ oritism and nepotism. So they de elop 

unethical behaviour. This passes to the next generation in a rapid way. 

The gO\ ernment has implemented man\ schemes and has allotted a huge amount of 

nione\ to de clop the I terac\ ratio. These scholarships do not reach the students completely. 

I lull' of the mone\ is looted b\ the corrupt officers. the protagonist Balram in 77w H 'h/ic Tiger 

explains about this kind of improper and corrupt educational system in his village. Laxmangarh. 

1 here is a t pical school teacher cal led big pan and spit man' ho goes to sleep by noon and 

drinks todd\ in the school. He is not duty conscious and he illegal lv sells the uniforms hich are 

pros ided to the pool' students b\ the government and sv indIes the money from the school funds. 

I 3a1 ram reports: 

'the Indian village is a pai'adise. then the school is a paradise within the 

paradise. 1 here \\as  supposed to he l'ree food at my school-a government 

programme gave every bo\ three rotis. ello dalI. and pickles at lunch time. But 

\\C never ever 5\\ rotis. or  \ ello dali. or pickles, and everyone knew why the 

school teacher had stolen OUr lunch money. The teacher had legitimate excuse lot' 

it he hadn't been paid his salar\ in six months... Once. a truck came into the 

school ith the ritil forms that the government had sent for us: never sav them. 

but a \\ eek  later they turned up for sale in the neighbouring village. The hole 

educated s stem is governed by the cro d of thugs and idiots. (33) 



I he student scholarship 5\ stern in India also suffers highly by corruption and posing a great 

threat to the eligible cand dates. Owing to the corruption in education SN stem, governments 

iii ut i-schemes in education lose its sh inc and reputation. 

Aravind Adiga describes the poor health services and non-implementation of government 

polices in government hospitals. H is novels interpret ho the government hospitals also play a 

major role to give a pain lu I life to the po ert\ stricken. Government hospitals provide treatments 

Iii II of free service to the poor people. So the poor prefer governnient hospitals for their remedy. 

13LIt these hospitals lack good infrastructure, proper management, dedicated staff and many other 

things. 

[he common miserable scenes in government hospitals are unusable lifts, clogged toilets. 

patients \\ aiting  for hours to see a doctor, absconding nurses, poorly stored medicines, unclean 

ards and torn beds. Most of the eniplo\ ecs heha e rudely to the patients. People are forced to 

bribe to ever\ pi I ar and post in government hospitals to receive decent treatment. [he v orst 

place in a government hospital is the maternity ward. When a oman delivers a bab, she must 

bribe the emplo ees. right from the menial staff to the matron. The amount vil I be varied 

according to the gender of the child. Five hundred rupees for a frniale child and thousand rupees 

for a male child: rnortuar\ is also a torturous place, where attenders demand a minimum of 

thousand rupees for post-mortem. Only if mone\ is gi en. they \\ ould  start their ork. 'I his state 

of affairs e\poses the v idespread malpractices. hich collectively enhance the miseries of the 

POOr 

In The U'hiie Tiger Balram's father dies due to the lack of hospital and medical facilities. 

Medical services are shown an object of political mockery and social stigma. Balrani indicates 

the Lohia universal free hospital which is inaugurated by the great socialist in view of election 
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result in I .axmangarh. There is no doctor in the hospital. doctor seldom visits the hospital: even 

the rooms are not sal ith adequate facilities. Money is given utmost importance to undergo 

treatment as early as possible. They need to pa money whether it is birth or death. Due to 

poverty thc\ have to lace all the atrocities in the name of corruption. 13a1ram explains about the 

\\ orsi  condition of health service in his latc. lie sa\ s. 

Ihere crc three black goats sitting on the steps to the large faded white building: 

The ilass is most of the indows are broken .... here \\ as  no doctor in the 

hospital. The ard boy, after we bribed him ten rupees. said that a doctor might 

come in the evening. The doors to the hospital rooms were wide open: the beds 

had metal spring, sticking oLit of them. and the cat began snarling at us the 

moment we stepped into the room. Its not safe in the rooms - that cat has tasted 

blood. (48) 

Balram explains the negative attitudes and the unmindful service of doctors in government 

hospitals. The money-minded doctors prepare a fake ledger. to show their attendance regularity 

and they are verY concerned about their private clinics. Balram says 'You can keep the rest of 

\ our government salary and go ork in some private hospital for the rest of the week. Forget the 

village. Because according to the village you've been there. YoLi've been treated my wounded 

leg. YOU have healed the girl's jaundice" (50). These doctors are eager to earn money and fail to 

put an end to the poor s ailments. The downtrodden and the poor group feel, getting treatment is 

more painful than their diseases in govern ment hospitals. 

Corrupt police, legal and administrative structure mark off another black spot of India. 

Corruption in the police department is a form of police misconduct in which they seek personal 

gain. such as money or career advancement, through the abuse of power and breaking the laws. 
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The\ eel huce amount of money to protect the rich men from the legal proceedings. By 

accepting bribes the) arrcst innocents, to exchange an investigation and compel them to confess 

through their brutal attack. Thus they abuse the police code of conduct in order to secure 

convictions of suspects. Through the USC of falsified evidence police officers themselves may 

deliberately and systematically participate in organized crime. 

They involve themselves in fi.ke  encounters also. In a fake encounter, the police or 

armed lbrces kill the suspects. hen the\ are either in custody or unarmed. In such cases. the 

police may set weapons on or near the dead bodies to provide a justification for killing the 

individual and they prepare the fake records to hide these killings. Such killings are not 

authorized by a court or by the law. 

The police must set a role model to the society to protect law and order. But the craze of 

money makes them dishonest. The sort of corrupt acts that have been committed by police is one 

of the means to help criminals and evil-doers to escape from the evil deeds. A corrupt police can 

make changes in all cases as they wish. They can quench their personal bias by arresting and 

registering hike cases against innocents. Balram has these kinds of hitter experiences in Delhi. 

I-Ic goes to Delhi with his master. Ashok. I Ic reports about the police and their evil deeds in 

Delhi to the readers. Balram sa". s: 'the main thing to know about Delhi is that the roads are good 

and people are had and the police are total 1 rotten. If they see you v ithout a seat belt. yoLi II 

have to bribe them a hundred rupees . .. hen they go for their late night parties. it's hell 

for LIS (78). 

Ihe police protect the rich men from the legal proceedings and get huge money in lieu of 

that. This miserable incident happens in Bairam's Ii fe also. In a drunken speed) drive. Pinky 

madam crushes a poor street boy. ki I Is him and the inhuman master. Asliok forces Balram to to 
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accept the crime. The hit-and- run case hich legally belongs to Balram's master's vift Pink, is 

sh i fled to Baf ram. 

Fortunately nobody lodges any case against this accident. So. Bairam escapes from this 

torture. Bairam brings out the pathetic condition of the drivers in Delhi, when lie reports: ''The 

ails of Dellil are flil I of dri ers ho are there behind the bars because they are taking the blame 

for their good, so! id middle class masters. We have left the ' i I ages but the masters still OMI us 

bod . soul. and arse. Yes, that's right: We all live in the vorId s greatest democracy here. What a 

joke (169). 

Adiga humorously criticizes the judges in the court. In the dock. people are compelled to 

accept the complaint against them. The b.ke \ itnesses are created. But sonic judges are lured by 

the currencies. In some cases. they blindl\ give their verdicts. Bairarn says. "The judges? 

Wouldn't the\ see through this obviously (breed confession? But the are in the racket too. They 

take their bribe, and ignore the discrepancies in the case And Ii f goes on for everyone bLit 

dri\ ers" (169). This culture of bribing helps to protect all the scamps and evil-doers. Balrarn 

\ou ill lla\ e to keep PLIN ing and pa ing the flickers" (3 10) to avoid registering case 

against \ nu. 

Ba I ram is a rustic and an innocent. Original K lie comes from an honest flini ly. But this 

corrupt societ\ teaches him ho to become corrupt and changes him into a murderer. Balrani 

gets the lessons of corruption in the conipan\ of his master, Mr. Ashok. Balram confesses. 

Ihe rest of toda\ 's narrative 'a ill deal mainly 'a ith the sorro'a ful tale of how I was 

corrupted from a sweet in nocent fool i ito a certi fled fellow full of debauchery, 

d isliarit and wickedness. All these changes happened in me because they 

happened first in Mr. Ashok lie returns from America an innocent man, but life in 
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Dcliii corrupted hi rn-and once the master of the Honda city becomes corrupted, 

how can the d ii ver stay innocent?. (1 97) 

I Ic also lot lo s his master's ay. I le kit Is his master Ashok and loots his money. He bribes the 

Assistant (onini issioner and become free from the murder case. Bairam reports "the pot ice have 

let ilie oil. That is the va\ of this ungle e li e in" (3 12). By portra ing Bairarn's 

entrepreneurial success. Adiga brings the apt picture of corruption and its adverse effects. 

In the no Cl I3011ec;? the :l.vvLwi/7cI/io/7. Adiga raises a voice against bureaucratic 

corruption through the character of Abbasi, a god-fearing Must im businessman. He is the owner 

of the embroider\ clothing factory. He shLlts down his factory because the embroidery orks 

make the emplo\ cc 'a omen blind. Most of the rich people o'a n factories or have invested in 

factories and they ernplo\ omen. Hoever. none has the thought of closing down the factory. 

Iile\ think that it is the fate of the 'a omen who become blind. 

the social conscience in Abbasi makes him get rid of this sin. So he closes the factory. 

A 11cr closing the factor\ the poor women struggle to lead their Ii fe. He again decides to open the 

factories far the sake of the poor. lie bribes all the government officials and has to overcome 

number of obstacles to re-open the factors .A.s a god fearing man. Abbasi is against corruption 

and feels had to lead a life in this corrupt sociel\. ti is mind is preoccupied 'a ith the thoLight of 

ending corruption. I Io\\ ever, the bureaucrats are always in search of an opportunity to get bribe 

and SaN lame excuses like "A man has to eat these days. Mr.Ahhasi. And prices are rising so fast. 

er since Mrs. Gandhi died. this country began fatling apart" (26). Adiga says through the 

voice of Abbasi that. 

There is no end to it in this country . . . since he decided to reopen his shirt 

factory, he hads to pay off: the electricity man. water board man, half the income 
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tax department of Kittur: half the excise department of Kittur: six different 

o tHe ials of the telephone hoard: a land tax offlcial of the Kittur CitV Corporation: 

a san itary inspecter of Karnataka state sanitation Board: a delegation of the All 

India small Factory \\orkers  Union: delegation of the Kittur Congress Party. the 

K iuur I3.JP,t11e Kittur CommLmist Party. the Kittur Muslim League (28) 

Brihine is auuiiist his principles, hoever. for the sur ival. lie has to offer bribes. "After that, lie 

sat Liietl\ ... and said: RULES OF [lIE GAME MUST BE FOLLOWED AT ALL.. TIMES" 

(29). Out of frustration A hhasi sa\ s. "In black-niarketi ic. counterfeiting and corruption. \\ e are  

the orld champions. If they ere included in the OR mpic Games. India ouId alays in 

cold. Si l er and bronze in these three" (3 1 ) and also sa s "Corruption is like a demon" (33). 

In the novel I3c111'cc17 fhc ;1s.stsiuuHonx. a powerful business-man Mr. Engineer ki I Is a 

poor nian in an accident. But the truth is easi lv manipulated and lie escapes from the hit-and-run 

case ith the po er of money. The police reports are changed in favour of Mr. Engineer. 

Drivers and servants are forced to confess the crime that their masters have committed. The rich 

man substitutes a servant \\ ho  orks in his factor\ to sa\ that lie \\ as  driving the car \ lien the 

accident happened. I Ic bribes the police and closes all the records. Adiga sa' S. 

Mr. Engineer gives the judge six thousand rLipees, and the police something less, 

perhaps four thousand or flve. because the judiciary is of course more noble than 

the police, to keep quiet. Then lie ants his Maruti Suzuki back. because it's a 

iie car and a ftishion statement and lie likes driving it, so lie gives the police 

another thousand to change the identity of the killer car to a Fiat. and lie has his 

car and lie's driving around town again. (123) 
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I he police knov perhctIv well ho drives drunkenl\ . hoever being the richest man in 

the to" ii. he is not arrested. Shocked by the real it\. Gururaj. an  honest journal ist wants to reveal 

all these hidden lets. But he is not al lo\\ ed  to do this. II is editor-in-chief tries to suppress the 

matter. (iururaj bursts ith anter. "A man miht have been sent to jail for no cood reason: a 

gui lt\ man might he al king ftee. And all you can sa\ is. lets drop the matter" (I 251 Gururaj 

looks at the editor -i n-eli ief ith new e\ es. The kict is that the newspaper is O\\ ned  by a 

businessman \ ho serves only,  capitalist i nterem. (iururaj sa s 

lh is is the We of ever\ jounindist in this town and in this state and in this countr\ 

and maybe in this vhole \\orld  ... you have never understood the ways of the 

world ... It is a flse earth I am al king on. An innocent man is behind bars. and 

a gui It) man aILs Iiee. Everyone knows that this is so and not one has the 

courage to change it. (129) 

In India. Il'eedotii of press also is curbed through the influence of corruption. The 

journal ist (iururaj depicts "You and I people in our press pretend that there is freedom of press in 

India but '.'. e know the truth (128). Adiga says through the voice of the journalist Gururaj that 

"Thousands. sitting around tea shops and universities and '.'.ork places every day and every night 

\\ crc  cursing corruption. Yet not one Id lo\\ had  lund a'.'. av to slav the demon '.'. ithout gi'. ing LI 

Ii is share of the loot of corru Pt ion" (- I ). 

In the no'. ci Lavi man in Towci, the real estate os'. ncr Darmendra Shaw announces a huge 

amount as a bribe to the dwellers to vacate the apartment. 1-lere this bribe takes the role of evil to 

Liii an innocent man. ) lasterj i . 1 hus Adiga brings a true picture of India clearly in his novel to 

make the readers be a'.'. are of\ arious crimes and social issues happening in the societ. 
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in an article "Unadorned Portrait' of India by Aravind Adiga" NeerLi Tandon quotes the 

ords of Ad i ga ho sa s. 

I am an opti iii st on the future of ha. I think young Indians want real change 

and are determined to reclUCC the corruption and mis governance that are the root 

cause of po ert\ in parts of' India that have good governance in the southern 

state of Kerela for instance and I think that if'young Indians step up the pressure 

on the political system, poverty can he slashed in the coming decade-and action 

has to start now. (I 00) 

Thus Adiga gives an optimistic encouragement to the you1gsters to eradicate the corruption to 

save the nation. Adiga's attempt is a brilliant portrayal of the typical human foibles due to 

corruptions. aspirations. and survival instincts as vell as the total shame that the political system 

has all along been. 

Through these noels, people are given understand the influence of money in hiding the 

crimes. i\diga's 'various characters re cal the f'act that corruption is dangerous and it slowly 

corrodes the country. It makes the readers to analyse its dreadl'ul consequences. Adiga's novels 

gi' e a po crflil message to the societ\ to awake and abolish corruption. Government has 

implemented many strict 'ales and punishments to cui'b corruption. But it does not give good 

rcsu Its. Thus corruption continues as an endless crime in India. 


