Acknowledgement

The investigator wishes to thank the Almighty for giving her an opportunity
to carry out the research work in pleasant environment with good health and
strength.

The investigator expresses her immense gratitude to Thiru Padmashri
Dr. P. R. Krishnakumar Chancellor, Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science
and Higher Education for women, Coimbatore, for providing an opportunity to

conduct herinvestigation in this esteemed institution.

The investigator expresses her immense gratitude to
Dr. (Mrs.) Premavathy Vijayan, Vice Chancellor, Avinashilingam Institute for
Home Science and Higher Education for Women, Coimbatore, for her
encouragement and support to carry out the study.

The investigator records her profound thanks to Dr. (Mrs.) S. Kowsalya,
Registrar, Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for
Women, Coimbatore, for extending all possible administrative help towards the
completion of the study.

The investigator is grateful to Dr. (Mrs.) P.Ambigadevi, Dean of
Humanities, Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for

Women, Coimbatore, for her motivation to undertake research work.

The investigator wishes to express wholehearted thanks to
Dr. (Mrs.). K.T. Geetha, Professor and Head of the Department of Economics,
Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for Women,

Coimbatore, for the help and support extended during the course of study.

The investigator specially acknowledge with a deep sense of gratitude and
considers most fortunate enough to have received an opportunity to work under
the guidance of Dr. R. Annapoorani, Professor of Economics, Avinashilingam

Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for Women, Coimbatore, for her



expertise, inspiration, sincerity and excellent guidance and support from the initial
to the final level that enriched to develop an understanding of the subject in the

entire research period.

The Investigator extends her heartfelt thanks to Dr. Sandeep Kulshreshtha,
Director and Former Director, Dr. Manjula Chaudhary of Indian Institute of
Tourism and Travel Management, Gwalior for the encouragement and support

extended during the period of research.

The Investigator extends her heartfelt thanks to Dr. Nimit Chowdhary,
Professor and Nodel officer of Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel Management,

Nellore for the encouragement and cooperation during the period of Research.

The Investigator extends her heartfelt thanks and sincere gratitude to
Mr. A. Vinodan, Assistant Professor of Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel
Management, Nellore for his valuable inputs throughout the research and for the

continued support and encouragement during the entire period of research.

The researcher extend thanks to staff members of the Department of
Economics for their help, guidance and support for the successful conduct of the
research work. Further researcher owes heartfelt thanks and gratitude to the
library staff of Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher Education

for women, Coimbatore, for their help in collecting the relevant literature.

The investigator extends her gratitude to the experts from Academics,
Officials of wild life Department - Government of India, Tourists Guides, Ecotourism
officer, Watchers and all other service providers at Periyar Tiger Reserve.

The investigator owes a special gratitude to her family members and
friends for their moral support, encouragement, understanding and patience

rendered throughout the study period.



