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”’:;,3(;"!'\""1 N April 7_, Amgrican Al company
t i\ | Anthropic quietly made an an-
I nouncement that shook the world’s
cybersecurity community far more
|| than most headlines about artifi-
./ cial intelligence ever do. It said it
~ had builtanew ATmodel so capable
of breaking into computer systems that it had
decided not to release it to the public at all.
The model is called Claude Mythos.

Mythos is a general-purpose Al model, not
one specifically designed for security work.
But during testing, Anthropic found that it
possesses cybersecurity abilities that far ex-
ceed any prior model it has built. To under-
stand that in plain terms, Mythos can thor-
oughly scan the software running your
phone, your bank’s servers, your govern-
ment’s databases, and find the hidden cracks
and figure out how to break in automatically;
without a human guiding it at any step.

Over the past few weeks of testing, An-
thropic used Mythos to identify thousands
of so-called zero-day vulnerabilities, flaws
that were previously unknown even to the
software’s own developers, in every major
operating system and every major web
browser. Some of these flaws had been sit-
ting undiscovered for years. One previously
unknown vulnerability in OpenBSD, an op-
erating system famous for its security hard-
ening, had been around for 27 years.

What makes this particularly striking is
that Mythos was not built to do any of this,
Anthropic has said: “We did not explicitly
train Mythos Preview to have these capabili-
ties. Rather, they emerged as a downstream
consequence of general improvements in
code, reasoning, and autonomy.” In other
words, Anthropicbuilt a very clever general-
purpose AL and it turned out to be extraor-
dinarily good at hacking as a side effect.

What Anthropic did with it

Rather than shelye the model or release it
openly, Anthropic chose a third path. Tt
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launched Project Glasswing, an initiative to
secure the wo}fld S most critical software,
bringing togethel AMazon Web Services, Ap-
ple, Broadcom, C18€0, CrowdStrike, Google,
JPMorgan Chase; the Linux Foundation, Mi-

crosoft, NVIDIA, and Palo Alto Networks as
launch partners. The idea is to give these
companies access to Mythos so they can find
and fix vulnerabilities in their own software
before bad actors get hold of a similar tool.

Anthropic committed up to $100 million in
usage credits for Mythos, as well as $4 mil-
lion in direct donations to open-source secu-
rity organisations.

The company has also been clear
that it believes this window will not
stay open for long. Anthropic esti-
mates that similar capabilities will
proliferate from other Allabs within
6-18 months.

Where India stands

No Indian company was included in the list
of organisations given access to Mythos un-
der Project Glasswing.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
confirmed that the matter is being addressed
at the highest levels, stating that the Minis-
try of Electronics and Information Technol-
ogy is actively engaging with the US admin-
istration, Anthropic, and organisations

already testing the model.

Industry body Nasscom wrote to Anthrop-
ic seeking inclusion of Indian firms in
Project Glasswing, highlighting the need for
Indian companies to access such tools to
strengthen global cybersecurity resilience,
especially as their software-supported sys-
tems are worldwide.

India’s banking system, power grids,
and telecom networks all run on soft-
ware stacks that contain the same
kinds of vulnerabilities Mythos is
designed to find. The Finance Min-
ister asked the Indian Banks' Asso-
ciation to develop a coordinated
mechanism for quickly responding to
threats linked to the model and directed
banks to strengthen their cybersecurity
systems.

Security analysts describe the Mythos an-
nouncement as a reminder that AT has come
a long way in just a few years, and that the
baseline has genuinely shifted. The question
isno longer whether AIwill change cyberse-
curity, but whether defenders can move fast-
er than attackers.
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