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Literature as an Effective Tool fo r English  
Language Teaching

Dr. C hitra  Sivasubram aniam  
Assistant Professor in English 

Avinshilingam Institute for Home Science and 
Higher Education for women. University 

Coimbatore—641043.

E nglish language has becom e the paradigm  for the effective 
m eans o f  com m unication. The English language teaching has evolved 
as a unique phenom enon in the globalised w orld  as it helps to acquire 
jo b s , prom ote business interests, education and  opportunities in gen­
eral. The aim  o f  the language teachers is no t to teach  about language, 
bu t to  develop learners’ abilities to  m ake them  capable o f  using the 
language fo r a variety  o f  com m unicative purposes. T he g u lf  betw een 
know ledge and the ability to use tha t know ledge in term s o f  com m uni­
cation can be surm ounted by fram ing a  relevant syllabus based on the 
real life situations bearing resem blance to  variety  o f  social contexts. 
This aw areness o f  the social context can be had from  the w orld  o f  
literature which, depicts society in all its hues and colors in a  language 
as varied as it is authentic and natural.

L iterature is an effective too l to  teach E nglish  as it helps in hon­
ing the language learning ability o f  the students. It kindles and arouses 
the student’s interest to learn the nuances o f  a  language and acquire 
the skills necessary for communication. M oreover, it enables the readers 
to have cultural enrichment, language enrichm ent and personal involve­
ment. M. M oovendhan in the article “Im pact o f  Teaching Language 
Through L iterature” considers tha t “Language Learning through L it­
erature is based on the principle tha t literary w orks o f  art can give 
students intellectual pleasure” (97). T he inclusion o f  literature as a 
strategy in language teaching process offers various benefits to the 
readers:



the students get exposed to  the real practice o f  com m unicative lan­
guage.

0  It enables the readers to  contextualize th e  language to  ac ­
quire gram m ar im plicitly  and d iscern  the  richness o f  th e  Iw guage.

0  D evelop the intellectual ability  o f  the  learners and expose them  
to a variety  o f  linguistic  and literary  expressions and  com m unicative 
functions o f  language.

0  T he process o f  reading the  literary  tex ts  nourishes the  cre­
ative pow er o f  the students.

The prpcess o f  fram ing  the  syllabus has an  inev itab le  ro le  in the  
language teach ing  strategy. T he laiiguage teach er shou ld  take into 
account the needs, ihotivation, i n t e r e ^ ,  cu ltural backgroim d and lan­
guage level o f  the students before c o m ^ s in g th e  ̂ l la b u s  fo r the learn­
ers. H ow ever, one m ajo r fac to r to  in to  accoun t is w hether a  
particp lar w ork  is ab le to  rey qal the  j^ n d  o f  personal involvem ent, by  
arousing the  learners’ in terest and  e lic iting  strong , positive  reac tions 
front them . R eading a  literary te x t is  napre likely  to  have a  long-term  
and valuable effect upon the learners’ linguistic  and  ex tra  lingu istic  
knowledge w hen it is m eah ing fil and  ainpsing. I t  is im portant to  choose 
books relevant to the real-life expeii'enees and  situations.

0  T he texts shou ld  be chosen in  such a  w ay  th a t the re  are ho 
am biguous gram m atical, linguistic, and literary difficulties.

0  L iterary  tex ts should; include th e  structures and  vocabulary  
previously learned.

0  The texts should m ee t the  dem ands o f  th e  learners and en­
able them  to  express them selves w ith 'conviction  an d  ease.

0  A t elem entary levels, for exam ple, students shou ld  be given 
sim plified o f  Specially'written storieSi'

Literature and LSR W  Skills:< .

Literature plays an im portant ro le jn  teaching four basic language 
skills like listening, speaking, reading, and \vriting. T he train ing for the 
developm ent o f  the individual skills should be  taugh t in  an  integrated



way. T he study o f  literature in a  language class is m ainly associated 
with reading and w riting but it also plays an equally m eaningful role in 
teaching both speaking and listening. Teachers should try  to  teach 
basic language skills as an in tegral part o f  oral and w ritten language 
use, as part o f  the  m eans fo r creating  both  referential and interac­
tional m eaning, no t m erely as an  aspect o f  the  oral and w ritten  pro­
duction o f  w ords, phrases and sentences. Language teachers can make 
listening com prehension and pronunciation interesting by playing a re­
cording o r video o f  a  literary w ork  o r by reading literature aloud them ­
selves. T he process o f  reading a  w ork  o f  art enhances speaking and 
listening ability. T he exposure to  w ide variety  o f  texts in turn  sharpens 
the creative pow er o f  the students. T he in terest o f  the students’ can 
be sustained by  u tiliz ing  several literary  devices like poetry, dram a, 
short stories, novels, fables, dialogues, conversations, and interviews.

English Language Teaching through Poetry:
Poetry  offers extensive opportun ity  fo r the  learning and teach­

ing o f  basic language skills. P oetry  is a  good starting place because 
the language is m ore concise, pure, and abstract. Poetry not only  paves 
the w ay fo r a  better im derstanding o f  th e  language but also enables 
the students to  enhance and  im prove th e ir language skills; T he m eta­
phor tha t is used  by  the poets majces poetry  a  significant learning pro­
cess. T he benefits  o f  poetry  read ing  process are,

0  T he appreciation o f  th e  w rite r’s com position process m akes 
them  to  understand  the structure o f  language.

0  It helps in enriching th e  vocabulary  and the analytical ability 
o f  the  learners

0  provides readers w ith  a  d ifferen t view point tow ards language 
use by  going beyond the know n usages rmd rules o f  gram m ar, syntax 
and vocabulary

0  Triggers up the im agination  o f  th e  readers by offering dijBferr 
en t interpretations.

0  It m akes the students fam iliar v/ith figures o f  speech like simile, 
m etaphor, irony, personification, im agery, etc.

M oreover, poetry  em ploys language to  evoke and exalt special 
qualities o f  life, and suffices readers w ith  feelings. It is particularly



lyric poetry w hich is based on feelings and provides still another em o­
tional benefit. Poetry is one o f  the m ost effective and pow erful trans­
m itters o f  culture as it helps the learners to  com prehend the cultural 
elem ents like allusions, vocabulary, idioms, tone o f  the language.
English Language Teaching through Short Story:

Short fiction is a  suprem e resource fo r observing not only  lan­
guage but life itself. In short fiction, characters act out all the real and 
sym bolic acts people carry  out in daily  lives, and do so in a  variety  o f  
registers and tones. T he w orld  o f  short fiction both m irrors and illum i­
nates hum an lives:

0  M akes the studen ts’ reading task  easier due to being sim ple 
and  short w hen com pared w ith  the o ther literary genres

0  Enlarges the learner’s ability  to convey the ir idea w ithin b rie f 
and precise sentences.

0  Im proves the critical thinking skills and improves the im agina­
tion  o f  the readers

0  H elps students to  go beyond the  surface m eaning and dive 
into underlying meanings

0  A cts as a perfect vehicle to  help  students understand the  po­
sitions o f  them selves as w ell the  others by transferring these gained 
know ledge to  the ir ow n w orld.

The process o f  reading short stories is one o f  the helpflil tech­
niques o f  language teach ing  process. M oreover, short fiction, like all 
other types o f  literature, m akes contribution to  the development of 
.cognitive analytical a.bilities by  bringing the w hole se lf  to bear on a 
, com pressed account o f  a  situation in a  single place and moment.
English Language Teaching through Dram a:

T he process o f  reading plays in a  language classroom  it a good 
resource for language teaching. It is th rough the use of drama that 
learners becom e fam iliar w ith  gram m atical structures in contexts and 
also Ifeam about how  to  use the language to express, control and in­
form . Learners should make, use o f  dram a to  promote4helr compre­
hension o f  life experiences, reflec t on  particu lar cirCumitances and 
m ake sense o f  the ir ex tra linguistic w orld  in a  deeper Way:
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0  Sharpens the mind as the m ind keeps anticipating the response

0  prom otes language developm ent,

0  heightens effective listening skills

0  strengthens com prehension and  learning retention by involv­
ing the senses as an  integral part o f  the learning process

T he use o f  dram a seem s to  be an effective technique in today ’s 
com m unication-based, language teaching. Faruk T urker rem arks in 
the article “U sing  ‘L iterature’ In Language Teaching” tha t “ [pjlays 
are alw ays a good choice fo r begirm ers. T hey can be rather short, 
com pact and em otionally  involving. T he student can also be guided 
into v isualizing the  plays as he reads the text, into im agining how  a 
character w ould  say  a  certain  line. T hus he can have a sense o f  par­
ticipation” (301-302). It helps students to  prom ote their com prehen­
sion o f  the  verbal and nonverbal aspects o f  the language. Since dram a 
is the  reenactm ents o f  social events, students im prove their personal­
ity and code o f  behavior. Thus, they  can achieve m ore m eaningful and 
realistic teaching from  w hich  students can  benefit to  a  great extent.

English Language Teaching though Novel:
T he use o f  a  novel as a  too l in E nglish  language teaching is a 

beneficial technique for m astering the  w riting  skills o f  the learners. In  
novel, characters reflect w hat people really  perform  in daily  lives and 
so it enlightens the  learner’s know ledge o f  the  w orld and o f  hum an 
lives in general. T he practice o f  reading  novels in classroom s

0  w ill kindle the reading habit in the students and arouse them  to 
learn the  language in its entirety

0  gives students the opportunity  to  m ake use o f  the ir creativity  
ability  to  elongate a  sim ple idea into a  com plex  them e

0  enables the  learners to  develop coherent logical progression 
o f  ideas

0  increases the concentration pow er o f  the learners as they  in­
culcate the habit o f  recalling  the  p lo t line and the  characters in the  
novel



X XUOo<A«literature. Qareeballeih H ajoo  H am dpun and Syea parwiu 
insinuates in the article “Teaching L anguage through Literature: A  di­
agnostic study on the  teach ing  o f  E nglish  as a  Foreign Language” that 
th e  literary tex ts “takes into accoun t the functions o f  language in d if­
feren t realistic  situations ou tside  the  conditioned atm osphere o f  the 
classroom s” (3). T he various genres o f  literature play a  m ajor role in 
prom oting th e  language am ong students and m aking them  understand 
the pow er and richness o f  language.

L iterature p lays a  p ivo ta l ro le  in enhancing the language and 
personality  skills o f  students and  developing  the ir ability  to  em ploy a 
language in d ifferen t social contex ts. In sum, literature provides stu­
dents w ith  an  incom parably  rich  source o f  authentic m aterial over a 
w ide rarige o f  registers. I t  opens horizons o f  possibility, allow ing stu­
dents to  questionj in terpret, coim ect, and explore. T he real purpose o f  
learning a  language w ill be accom plished  w hen the students learn to 
apply the skills learned in  real life situations.
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