
Ethnic Silhouettes: An Interpretation of the ‘Community’ in Select

Works of M. G. Vassanji in the Light of New Historicism 

By

                                   ANJUMKHAN. M

Supervisor

Dr. S. Kalamani

Department of English

A Thesis Submitted to 

Avinashilingam University for Women

Coimbatore - 641 043

In Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements for the Degree of 

Doctor of Philosophy

in 

English 

August 2012



Certificate

This  is  to  certify  that  the  dissertation  entitled  “Ethnic  Silhouettes:  An

Interpretation of the ‘Community’ in Select Works of M. G. Vassanji in the Light

of New Historicism” submitted to the Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and

Higher Education for Women, Coimbatore in partial fulfilment of the requirements for

the award of the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in English, is a record of original

research  work  done  by  AnjumKhan.  M during  the  period  of  her  study  in  the

Department  of  English,  Avinashilingam  Institute  for  Home  Science  and  Higher

Education  for  Women,  Coimbatore  under  my  supervision  and  guidance  and  the

dissertation  has  not  formed  the  basis  for  the  award  of  any  Degree  /  Diploma  /

Associateship / Fellowship or similar title to any candidate of any other University and

it represents entirely an independent work on the part of the candidate.

Signature of the Guide



Declaration

I  do  hereby  declare  that  the  dissertation  entitled  “Ethnic  Silhouettes:  An

Interpretation  of the  ‘Community’  in  Select  Works  of  M. G. Vassanji  in  the

Light  of  New  Historicism” submitted  to  the  Avinashilingam  Institute  for  Home

Science  and  Higher  Education  for  Women,  Coimbatore  in  partial  fulfilment  of  the

requirements  for  the award of  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy in English,  is  a

record of original   research   work   done   by   me  under  the  supervision  and

guidance  of  Dr.  S.  Kalamani  M.A.,  M.Phil.,  Ph.D.  (Avinashilingam),  Associate

Professor,  Department  of  English,  Avinashilingam  Institute  for  Home  Science  and

Higher Education for Women, Coimbatore and that it has not formed the basis for the

award of any Degree / Diploma /  Associateship / Fellowship or similar title  to any

candidate of any other University. 

Signature of the Guide                                         Signature of the Candidate

Signature of the Dean



Acknowledgement

          At the outset, the researcher offers her thanks to God Almighty for this blessed

opportunity and for rendering her with the means to complete the research successfully.

The researcher expresses her earnest thanks to Dr. (Thiru).  T. S. K. Meenakshi

Sundaram, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D (USA), Chancellor, Avinashilingam Institute for Home

Science  and  Higher  Education  for  Women,  Coimbatore  for  providing  her  the

opportunity to carry out research in this esteemed University.

The  researcher  expresses  her  profound  gratitude  to  Dr.  (Tmt).  Sheela

Ramachandran,  M.Sc.,  P.G.  Dip.,  Ph.D.  (Avinashilingam),  Vice-Chancellor,

Avinashilingam  Institute  for  Home  Science  and  Higher  Education  for  Women,

Coimbatore for all the good wishes  and for facilitating this research undertaking.

The  researcher  expresses  her  reverential  gratitude  to  Late  Thiru  T.K.

Shanmuganandam, B.A., B.L., former Chancellor, Avinashilingam Institute for Home

Science  and  Higher  Education  for  Women,  Coimbatore  for  his  inspiration  and

blessings. The researcher expresses her heartfelt gratitude to Hon. Colonel. Dr. (Tmt).

Saroja Prabhakaran, M.A., Dip. Ed. (Madras), Ph.D. (Mother Teresa), former Vice-

Chancellor,  Avinashilingam  Institute  for  Home  Science  and  Higher  Education  for

Women,  Coimbatore,  for her encouragement,  invaluable help and motivation  given

during the course of the study.

The researcher records her sincere thanks to  Dr. (Mrs). Gowri Ramakrishnan,

M.Sc. (Madras), M.Phil., Ph.D. (Avinashilingam), Registrar, Avinashilingam Institute

for Home Science and Higher Education for Women,  Coimbatore for rendering the

possible assistance towards the completion of the research study.

The researcher is indebted to Dr. P. Santhana Krishnan, Director, Research and

Consultancy,  Avinashilingam Institute  for Home Science and Higher Education  for



Women, Coimbatore for his inspiration and for organising expert sessions which have

been of immense significance and value.

The researcher  owes  her  special  gratitude  to  Dr.  (Tmt).  S.  BaghyaLakshmi,

M.A., Dip.Ed. (Madras), M.Phil (Bharathiar), Ph.D. (Avinashilingam), Dean, Faculty

of  Humanities  and  Professor  and  Head,  Department  of  English,  Avinashilingam

Institute  for Home Science and Higher  Education  for Women,  Coimbatore for her

moral support and encouragement given during the course of this study.

The  researcher  specially  acknowledges  her  sincere  thanks  to  her  guide  Dr.

(Tmt).  S.  Kalamani, M.A.,   M.Phil.,  Ph.D.  (Avinashilingam),  Associate  Professor,

Department  of  English,  Avinashilingam  Institute  for  Home  Science  and  Higher

Education  for  Women,  Coimbatore  for  her  valuable  suggestions,  meticulous  care,

guidance  and  assiduous  encouragement  during  the  entire  study.  This  formal

acknowledgement, the researcher is aware, is an inadequate expression of her sense of

gratitude to her.

The researcher  also wishes  to  thank all  the  faculty members of the English

Department  and Special  Education  Department,  Avinashilingam Institute  for  Home

Science and Higher Education for Women, Coimbatore, for constant support and all the

help rendered.

The researcher records her sincere and special thanks to the writer M. G. Vassanji

for sparing his time to clarify the doubts related to the works undertaken for the study.

The  researcher  is  also  indebted  to  Mr.  Iqbal  Kasam  Ali  Darddia,  Mumbai  for

enlightening on the social and spiritual beliefs of the Khojas. 

The researcher  records  her  profuse thanks to  the Librarians  of  the following

institutions for allowing her to make use of the Library facilities

 Avinashilingam University for Women, Coimbatore 



 SCILET, The American College, Madurai.

 Nirmala College for Women, Coimbatore. 

 Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute, New Delhi

 UGC Area Study Centre for Canadian Studies, Trivandrum

 Canadian Studies Centre, Chennai

 Indian Association for Canadian Studies, Vadodara

 Canadian Study Centre, SNDT University, Mumbai

 RNIB Library, U.K.

On a more personal note the researcher pays her special tribute to her beloved

parents, Mehmood Khan and Shameem for nurturing her with moral support, constant

encouragement  and for  making it  possible  for  her  to finish her  work on time.  The

researcher is also very grateful to her friends who have been helpful and supportive

throughout.              

The researcher with fond memories and utmost affection dedicates her work to

her Late brother, Abid Ali



Abbreviations Used

The researcher has used the following abbreviations for the works

taken for the study.

 Work Abbreviation

1. The Gunny Sack                                        TGS

2. No New Land                                             NNL

3. The Book of Secrets                                   TBOS

4. The Assassin’s Song                                  TAS

5. A Place Within: Rediscovering India        APWRI



CONTENTS

Chapter             Title                                                               PAGE NO.

  I             Introduction                                                                      1

 II            Recycling Anecdotes: Reconstructing Evolutionary       41

                     History                                                                        

 III           A Conjectural Analysis of Ethnographic Patterns           86

 IV           Ellipses in the History                                                     133

  V           Conclusion                                                                       180

                Bibliography                                                                    202


