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I, INIRGDUCTION

Lifsncy is the period from birth to about two years of
1ife, It is & time of extraedinary swift growth ana achievensnt
in all areas of uevelopment (slkind, 1978). The first two years
of life are iormative years wheu the foundations for child's
future cevelopment is laid., The family influence is parawount
during this period, as the rearing or upbringing of the child in
the first two or three years is entirely conficed to the family
members, and the child internsliser whatever ha perceives around

him (Khan, 1979).

Children are like flowers thst bloom and fade Lor want
of care shé need setisfaction (kKakhooda, 1967)., Thay exre on
the threshold of the bloosom of the flowsr. &if the besic need:/
fucilities of the life are dsniec, the buds will not bloosom
as we wish, but they will wither. &avury child neecs the love,
security and care of a good home, The child's perents are his
background, protecting him anc setisfying his orsential needs

{ Agaxwal, 1975).

Llxing (1978) points out that effective perenting ie
criticel curing infency for tha healthy growth andc aevelopnant

of the child. Hestfield gt &l (1967) report that parents who



recognize and ruspond to their chilaren's needs, who communicate
acce -tance and who sr¢ eveilsble for interaction foster strongex
icentificetion than the psrencts who sre inaccessible and

inzensitive.

pevadas and Jaye (1984) remerk that the family is the first
moulder of the child. It is the agency which gives the child a
stable relstionship, through which he grows and thrives, yets hise
material needs fulfiled. Skidawore (1979) explains that the family
providee for the bearing snd upbringing of children, Meering of
children seems to succeed best when there are psrents who &re
personally interested in the upbringing of children, The howe
proviose tha best ground for fulfilling the child's economic
needs, by teking care of the child's physical cevelopmen:, provice
ing fecilities for ftood, clothlng, comfort and play for the child

t Shﬂllmddin. 198‘; .

¢children sre the wealth of the family and the nsiion, a
concentrated effort has to be mece to Lmprove their living

conditions and their general up bringing (Anandhasn, 1981). as
reported by kajendranh (1979) the needs of chilaren sre ianys but
our resources are limited., Our strategy chould be to masximise

the benefits from the available rasources. 7Thi Rational Chiléren‘s

Board (1979) propores that investments, whether interms of money



spent or effort mede in progremwes for the wolfare of the children
ar® necasserily of long term gestetion, to foster and support the

growth snd development,

The International Union of Fawily Organisstion (1966)
-tre:sas the need tor action reseasrch in the field of child
care and child rearing, to improve the sharce from the nationel
buaget to support the welfere prograumes which are directed
to or will benefit a majority of child population, Studies
predicting the cost of child rearing sre negligible specially
in the context of Inaian cuiture. Reseurch in this crea is an
urgent nesd since this might bhelp in toxccastin{; the finance
tequired et verious centr:s of aslternate child care supoort
systeus to ruar snd mesintain a chilay cetering to his besic as

well as secondary needs,

A study conducted in Coimbatore by Behan and Jaya (19895)
on ‘Cest of rearing infants irom birth to six wmonths® with 112
ssmples (from the thiee incoue level) recommended that monitery
expenditure incurred by the parents for bringing up of child
needs to s studied longlitudinally. This present study is s
follow up study inorder to precict the expenditure incurred for
bringing up infants (from seven to fifteen wmonthe) at three income

levels and to sssess the difterences in the cost of resring in

-



relation to certain variables such es :8X%, ordinal position,

income, euucation, occupation of parents snd type of family.

Gperational pefinition of the Terms used in this &tudys

.(
infency, in this study refers to the period from bizth
to about f£ifteen wonths of life,

Cost of rearing infants included the finsnciasl cost
incurred on food, clothing, cosmatice, medicare,
furnitures ena turnishings, ornanebts, cara taking,
pley waterials, specisl ceremonies and savings,



I, R&Viéw OF LiITarATURS

The related literature pertaining to this study on
'Cost of Rearing Infauts' from :even to fiftaen months is

reviewed unuer the following heads.

A. MNeods of Infants

B. Chila iearing
and C. Cost of Rearing Infents
A, _boeds of Anfants

Chilaren have certain needs that muet be wet irrespective
of culture end wealth if they are to survive and dGevelop. The
more adequately thelr needs arc met, the greater will be their
success (aabron, 1978). Accoraing to sadhana Garg(19383) the
reguirevents of children are foo«, clothing, bedding, immunisation,

play eguipment and toilet acce:ssories.

Mursen (1979) states that needs are the permanent tIends
of huwsen nature which underlie buaen bahaviour from birth to
desth, underall circumstences snd in all kinas of socicties.
since the intant ie vulnerable ebd helpless, bhe is unable O
cope with his needs, he is & member of the housshgld Or an
|

institution which forms his universe. «s reuarked by Manician(1984)

the chila's fizst need is truely the neea for lite, of socio ';

e e

economic and cultural usvelopment, health, peace sid tOo be eway



from the risks of _ollution, po.erty, ignorsnce, dcivsase and
woer. #Raol1983) points out that it is during this period that
onu witneésses a high incicence of wastage from mortaiity and

morbidity due to many socio-ehyironmental factors.

Need appuare tu be the basic drive force gensrating

behaviour. Fein (1978) expleins the neeas of the infents with
' special reference to (&) & safe, healthful euvironment
: (b) nutritious food and opportunities to learn to ¢at balancsd
“waals (¢) play and learning wmaterials that facilitate the
asve lopment snd coordination of s6ENBOLYy-mOtor processes and
unlimited opportunitiss to act upon these materials (a) periocic
health check ahd Lmunization agasinst common iniections towards
developuental progress. In Tate' (1980) viswe one of the
primary ducies of the parents is to dress their infent thus
helping him to prowmotse his personality end to ensurs a feeliing

of zacurity in him,

Shemsucdin (1984) ascserts that home is the etzrnal school

[l R | -

of life which provices facilities for food, clothing coufort and
play for the child. The infants® perents sre his bsckground,

protecting him anc satisfying his essential needs (Agerwal, 1975).

P
|




B. xhild_taaxing

Anbron (1978) describes that children have certain neeas,
irrespective of culeium. The more scaeqguztely the needs sre met,
the greater will be the measure of maturity their personaliry
will atiain., The process of meeiinyg thelir needs is known as

child rearing.

Bhoygle (1983) cefines child ruaring®us the weys and
means adopied by the psrents in bringing up their chilaren to
make thein useful members of the soclety*. Ramemurthy end
Bharathi (1979) opine thet the woru child reering genasrally
rof:rs to all interactions Letwsen perents asnd their children,
The interactions tnclude parents' expressions of stidcudes,
values, interests, and Leliaves as wall as their care \takum
and upbringing patterns. These interactions affect the child‘'s
bshaviour, whether intended to be go or not end influsnce his

potentialicies for future action,

Gapta (1966) points out thet bsaring children is a natural
phenom:noh but rearing them in a manner 80 &8 to weke them useful,
heaslthy end mentelly sound citizens is sowdthing which requires
saerious consideration on the part of those who are concernwd with
the welfare of the sociaty. arisbshe (1963) stre:ses that child
reering practices aim to help the child ©o becoms «n indspencent,
responsible, w:l]l adjusted person to wivelop charscter and to

play a worthy role as nen ahd women in the socisty,



Sinha (1980) denoteg that child rearing incluwes nmuch
more than providing & chilc food, shelter, and clothing which
ere the basis for growth., Bogg(l955) explaing that the goasl
of child rearing is to cevelop in the child ths cepacity for
adjusting to the traditional roles ana cultural groups to which
the chilc's family belong.

Modhok (1975) stuoied child rzaring practices anong rural
wouen of bew Lelhi and founu that there was no signiticent
difterence in chila rearing practices awony the motiwrs baslonging
to different castes and tamilies with cifferent socio ¢conomic
status. On the contrary, the study of chilu rvaring practices
in rural femilies conaucted by Neline bevi {1968) in the villege
of ihondamuthur st two income levels revesled significant

differences in child reering prectices at difterent income luvels.

The study concucted by Muthayya (1972) on child rearing
at different socio economic conditions in Hycurebed brought to
light the fact thet eerly weaning might recquire spanding money
for the food. Majority of the rus ondents (nearly sixty percent)
from low income yroups weanad their infants at three ycars. ©n
the other hand the study conducted by Barwan (1961) oa cost of
infent fesding rovealed that ths cost incurred on sup leusntary

foous were reduced by the homw-nade, low cost weaning rooas,



The respondents from the poor soclos-economic strata in his s.udy
st Arablan Sea reported that they started eerly weaning procecures
even the period of sixth month of their infents. $inha (1980)
conclucges that children &re not born human but ere born with

the cepecity to bzcome hwuan end they cen only becoms humen by

proper upbringing snd training in the society.

C. Sost of Ghild Hoaring

Me Juire (1964) explaius that the finaencial cost of rearing
includes the consumption of the child ifntexms of food, hn%ith.
clothing and recreatiohal sexvicss end also the indirect cost which
is interms of suffuring worrius and ctime, According to
Leibenstein (1975) the percelvsd cost incurred by the parents for

reering the child includes the expendaiture on essentials like

food, clothing, health, housing end rscreation,

It was observed by 8lier (1963) that the Family 1is likely
to have fewer finencial resourc=s at the t.ma of birth of the
firet child than at later phascs of family life. uvery bit of
equipwent that is requirec for chiild cere must bs obtailned for
the tirst time for the first chila. If this eguipwent is purchas-d,
it represents g new source of expunse that may bs burdensore to
the youny femily. 1Tha cost such es foou, clothing, wedicine

ingreasas the young femilies' exyenses.
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Willis (1974) reporis that the financisl cost of large
femilies ore met by most people eithexr through prolonged
restriction on spending or by cugaging the skills of the olusx
siblings inoruer w bring additional rcsources to the ifamily
pool. bowsrman (1963) opines that there is no woubt that it
costs luss to proviwe for s temily of three than (0 provice
for any lairge group. Bossara gt gyl (1964) point out that the
small faumllies sacure the greater econowic adv:ntaqen. the
equipment and physical provisions in end arouna their home tor

reszring of children.

Clousen {1966) rewarks that ths cost of upbringing the
£irast child may ba more because the perents feel more anxious
about their f£irst child than they do about latar children. This
finding has been provec by the report of Rayappa (1980) which
also points out that ths cost incurred on the tirst child is
estimatsd to be twice us expensive as the second child, the birth
order being an important factor in the est.usation of the cost
fncurrec on rearing the child, The sztuday cohaucted by Heham anhid
Jaya (1985) shows a differcnt trend end reveale that ther: was
no significant diff<rence in the tofal expenses incurred for
rearing infasnts £from birth to six months in relation o the

orcainsl position of the infant,
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rennock’e review (1970) indicates that the cost rearing
& child till 18th birth day in United Scetes, for an urban
feauily with two chilcren in North.Central region wus 345560
{ kge 3, 10, 506/=) for & ferm family in South, it was $24, 3507
(Re. 3,04, 375/=) enc tor ferm family dorth Central region the

smount was $23,070, (Kks.2,88,375/=),

The Indcian lns.itute of vublic Upinion (1964) reviaws
that, on an sverage, the éxpenciture incurred by parants on
their children in urban familiecs wes R8.6521/5 anc was
Kg. 4833/= in rural families. ©Of this expenaiture, nesrly

70 per cent was incurred on food.

The results of the study conuucted by beham anc Jays(1985)
show:cd a signiticant difference batween the families of three
incone levelg in the expenditure patuern of iteuws such es food,
clothing, cosmetics, medicine, furniturs, ornanents, servants,
recreation snc ceremonie: for reering the infents fxom birth
to six months. There was also s significant difference in the
saving patierns of the low &nd high income groups. The tosal
cost of rearing a female infant was Ke.1336/= while it was
Re.74)/= for the male inftent. 7The total cost incurrec for the

first child was high:r then the second and third borns.
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ihe sewe stucy reflects, significant differance whon the
costs were comperec with the educetionsl and occupational status
of the parents. The iliilterates incurrea Ks.160/= for child
resring while the gradustes jincurred #8.1813/=. The profezsional
fathers spent the highest for their infants (Re,3671/=); while
the caily wage verners incurrzd comperitively minimum for

rearing their infsnts (Rs.111/=).

The survey conducteda by Nerain {1985) in Jepan 2stiansted the
toctal cost of resxing, where the busic costs of bringing up one
child sccounted Ke.6,12,000/=. The total expenditure on fcod
cmounted to three lekhs while it was is.78, 500/= fox ciothing

Ks.49,000/= for wedicel trestment anc the rest tor cosmetics,

A study conducted by Kythili end Geerveni (1980) on the
supplesentary £ooc introcduced betwsen eix to eleven months by
Taniliens of different 1ncouwllawls. settled in Hyderabad showe
thet milk, iruits, ehc fruit julces, rice, dhal sna commercisl
infant products wexe the foous introduced. 1here was no signi-
ficent diff.rence in the selection of weasning foods anong
different income groups. 7This was sttributed 0 the educational
level of the mothers. Hence, education seems to play a greater
role then income. The study concucted by FaO(1977) on the totsl

daily cost of srtificial infant feediny wes US $ 0.50(Kee0.63/=)
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@ day OF US § 390 (#e.4875/=) for the entire two year pariod.
Thas cslly cost ‘ot the extra food for a lsctating sothar was

Us 0.14 (M.gﬁ‘). e dally additional cost of foous for
srtificial fewaing over breast feecing wes US 3 0. 9(he.é.88/=),

axpenaiture on the child begine with the introduction of
supplementary foocs., If the child can be yiven s part of edult
foog, sdditionel expanse may be negligible, But suplemsntstion
usually begins with milk, biscuits, anu siacks end all thuse
need to be bought. This was observed in another study cohductsd
by Geervani (1980), on the cost of funfant feeding and cere in
low, middle and high income groups. The cost rangec frou
Reele26/m= to 4.,91/= per day. Costs were ssszesed on the basis
of the cost of artificisl milk, amilk bsttles, nipples, the cost
of sdditional foods consumed by the mother to promote breacst
feeaing, the cost of mwediclines, consultstion and transport and
the cost of time gpent on feeding., The stuay revesled that the
cost of feediny cucreased at the first s.age of -eaning in low
incoie groups, whsreas in middle snd high income groups, it
increasaed. It wes cleerly a'wmn that breast feeding and non-milk
supplenents were the least expensive methods of feedingy medical
expenses were also the least in this case. In the low incomne
groups, preparation of any £food, esgecially tor the child, edaed

to the families'® expenditure.
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The [axea Community bemonsirative Froject (1975) concucted
the cost study and produced that the monedy spent by the state hes
a cowpounding effcct on total rascurce: devoted to day-care.

On an sversge for each doller «ipended on childa-care services,
$3.08 (#8.38,.50/=) of non-state resources was genersted, and the
income of familios, whore children received day cere through the
projectes rose sbout 32% over s nine month period. For every
doller of stuste monsy expended, family incoms rose by $1.86
(Rs.23.25/=) the sctual state cost for day-Csre services appeared

to bs 17%.

To sum up, it could be seid that thers is a great need
to develop wore ampirical svidence in the arees of cost incurred

for rearing the children cthrough mnore systematic stuaies,



Iil, #ABTLLCGLOGY

The wmethodology of the study on °‘Coet of rearing infents
from seven to fifteen monthsz’ is discuss«d under the ifollowing

heedingss

Ao Salaction of the area
B, Selaction of the sanple
C. ©Collection of the data

and V. Analysis of the data

A. Salection of the Area

beham (1985) Gid & study on cost of resring infents from
birth to six months., Since this is a follow up study of
Beham(1983%), & senior student to the inwvescigstor at
Sri Avinashilingam Home Science College, Coimbatore, the areas
selected to study the 'Cost of rearing infants from birth to
.six months®, for the earlier investigation, continued for this
study also, It included Muthumarismman Koil Street, Kemarejapuran,
Sivenanda Colony, Saibaba colony and Ranalingsm Colony in the

city of Coimbatore.

B. Suluction of the Sauple
wich the help of the iormer investigator who initiated

the longitudinal study, the houses of the seme infants were

loceted for the follow up study. Fifty infents from each of
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the three incoaw yroups (proposed by Mukerjee, 19383) meking a
toctal of hundred sind Lifty were drewn for the study. The intants
selacted had completed six wonths 01 age by Februasry 1983,
(sterting pexioc of this study)end were chosen inorcer to have
cats on cost of rearing them from saven to {ifteen months,

By becember thus the sslected intants had comleted their fifteen
months thus providing s perioa of nine months for recording the

expenditure incurrec for resring then,

The willingnzss of the former families to continue rscordéing
of the cost on expenscs were confirmad. The parents .er: explained
sbout the logyitudinal nature of the study and the type of help
they were expected to offer. &)liciting definite reassurence from
ths conce:ned membiars they wara includec for the stucy., The
investigator through her visits o the familieg could aschisve the

cooperation from all tr.oss selected for the former study.

C. Collsctian of Late

The recora book evolved by the inwestigator (Appendix A)
wees distribuiewa tof nmalntenence end necesssXy informmation, The
sauple of the m%ta schadule (Appeidix A) malnly consisted of
columns to 2licit the following information,

1. Fsuily beckground of the selected infants,

2. Ilnfant feeding

3. axpenditure incurxed on fooa, clo.hing, cosmetica,
medicsre, furnitures and furnishings, ornssents,
caretakers, play umsteriale specliasl cerawonies and
savingse.
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The mothers of the infents wer: visiwed once a month,
They were regucsted w kinaly cooperste with the investigator
making entriss in the rucord continuously all the expensgas
incurred with regard to their infents, Homw viuta.annbled the
investigator to check whether the entries for that psrticuler

month had slready boen done or not, end to follow it up,.

D, anpnlysis of the Lats
T™he date on the 'Cost of rcering infants from seven to

fifteen months on variecus itens like tooc, clothing, cosmetics,

medicare, furniture ond turnishings, ornsuents, cere takaérs,
play materials, special cersonies and savings «ere analysed

stetistically to find out the relationship betweens

le Coet Of roaring in relation to sex

4. Urainal position of the infants and expanditure
incurred

3. Type of families and cost involved in bringing up
cxudtcm

4. income levels of families and expendalture on riaring
infents.

sha 5§, 4dducational and occupstionsl status of the parents
and expenditure incurrea on rearing their infants,

The data was trcated satistically with the help of ‘¢!
tost to £indé out the differences in the cost incurred Lo rear

the child veriable wige,
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TABLL L

BACKGROUND OF THE sSELECTED INFANTS

Parcentage
§. Mo, Letsils LIG nia BIG fotal
{ N=50) {nm50) { N=50) (N=150
1. Iype of family
a) dJoint 10 20 20 16,
b) Nuclear 90 80 89 83,
2. &Size of the family
a) &uell (leds members) 8 76 70 71
b) Hacium (4-3 pembars) 48 24 28 26,
¢) Lerge (sore than 9 menbers) ¢ — a de
3, sex of the child
s) MHale 32 52 50 44.
b) FYemale 68 48 50 55.
4, Ordinal position of the child
a) ist born 18 54 60 43,
b) 4iind born 60 36 30 42
¢) 1iilra born a0 1s 10 14
e) Vth born b - - 0

-
‘-‘--------------'---‘---’--’--‘---(~

LiG - Low Incoms Group (up to k8,600/= per month)
nlG - #Hiddle Income uyroup (K8.601/= O R8,1500/5 per month)
Hig - #igh Incomeé group (K8.1301/= end sbove per month)
The toilowing paragraphs explein the family backgrounu of the

sulected infants.
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s) Jype Qf Eenily.

more than eighty per cent of the infents wers from nuclear
fenilies. The number of nuclear tamilies ware five timus groater
then the joint families. oaventy one per cent of the families were

having members less than four,

b) sex of the Infaspts
There was ah equal distribution of male and female chiluren

in the high income families; while tlw middle income group had more
male children then female ones ana vice versa in the low {ncome

group.

c) grdinal vositiqn of the Iofente.
sixty per cent of the first born children fell in the high

income groups o similar number of the selected infants in the low
income were secona born, Un the wheola, only fourteen percent of

the families had the infants who were third borne.

Table LI shows the details of ths ecucational and occupational

status of the parents of the selected infants,.



5 .80, wetalils
5. Fathar's Sducational

status

a) IlIlliterates

b) Fifth standard

¢c) &ighth standasrd

d) tenth stendard

e¢) #PFlus two level

£) uegree level

g) Professional level
6. Mother's sducational

status

s) {Llliteratss

b) Fifth standard

¢) B8th standard

d} Jleuth standsrd

@) ~rlus two lavel

£) Legree lavel

g) FProfecsional level
7. #other's Gecupational

Btatus

a) Hhon workers

b) wWage earners

c) leachers

d) dénglnsers

e) Clerical workers

£) bDoctors
8., Father's Occupstional

status

a) wage earners

b) Busihess

c) 1ieachers

6) &Engineers

e¢) Clerical workers

£)

TaBLi 11

PARENTS' BACKGROULD

bDoctors

-‘--‘-

LiG
( =S0)

11880

30
42

RERE-

ti1 1t 00

1 o8l §E

fotal
(Nw150)

Fercentage
MNiG Bie
{%=50) (=50)
4 -
40 4
18 -
40 38
- 54
30 -
42 10
16 18
12 12
82 64
12 18
- 2
4 12
l 4
38 B
10 10
22 58 :
30 20
- 4

3.3
10.0
16.6
17.4
26,0

7.3
13.3

10
14
13.3
17.3
11.3
48,0

80

4
10

U.b f
5.3 g

1446
26,6
6.6
&304 -
19,3
1.3
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d) asucationai jevel of the Fathoxs

Ten per cant of the fathers frowm low income group were
1lliterates. Fifty eight per cent of the tathers tfrom high
income group snd thi:ty eight per cent of the fethers from
middle income groups hed protessional educstion., Forty per cent
of the fathers from middle shd high income group had educat ion
upte college level. The tethers in the high income group secem
to ke batter in their =ducational qualification.

e) iducacicbal Level of the MOthers ‘

One third of the mothers from low income families -ere
f1lliterates. Irrespective of the income groups, nohe were
professionally educated. In the high income group, seventy

two per cent of them wers sducated upte college level,

More than three fourth of the wothers(80%) of the selected
sample werc hounsmakers. Tha mothers eaployed in various kinds of

_occupat.tona nunbered twenty per cent,

g. Sccuuational ievel of the Vatheis
Fifty eight per cant of the fathers were engineers in high

income groups. Thirty sight per cent of the fathers from low
income femilics were wage serners anc most of the fathers(38x)

trom middle income groyp:s were? doing business.
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B. Intal cost of Fesring Infalts

he total cost of resring infents wes sunted up intezrms
of sex, ordinal position of the child, incoms snd Sype of
fanily, educational and occup:tional status of fathers end
wothers, It included the cost incurred on food, clothing,
cosmetice, medicere, furnitures {playe-pan, perambulator, cot,
eradle etc.) {and furnishings { mettress, bed spresds, ate,),
ornswents, ccretakers, play matarisls and specisl curemoniss

(birth day celsbretions, ear boring etc.).

b

The extent to which the ssount incurred for re.riag infonts
varies is indicsted in Sable III slong with the stetistical

appraisals.
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COST OF RaARING LInF iinTO=bb AN 156

Particulars

¥ood

Clothing

Cosmatics

nedicere

AVGIgge amount

Female (A=33)

Furnitures and Furnishings

Crnavents

Caretakers

Flay materials

Specisl ceremonies

lTotal

- w e @ > o > -
rean

30

Fezale Vs

Male

xS = Not significant

759
179
101
a55
86
548
66
75
173

4242

249
449

D  Sa

18 104

spent in rupwes per child

Male (N=8T)

30
189

B4
101
200
83
-1
439

2081

£31
210

Table *'t' <Cailculsted
e

2.921 0.2 Bs.
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sxcepting the expenses on items such a8 cosuetics and
o%hnmonts, the coet incurrec tor the male infants was higher
on food, clothing, medicere, furniture ana furnishings, cerxe
takers, play materisls and spascial ceremonies. Though the
total cost was higher for the fcmale infants (Figure 1) the

dificrence was insignificant statistically.

It is interesting to note that the expenditure on sgoéiel
ceremonies were higher for the male children, Frerhaps this is
aue to the pg;ietancee of the parents to spend more for m:le
infants on special ritusls especially in the high income groups.
The finaings of the studay by Beham ana Jaya {1985) substantiate
the findings of the present study.

Table IV features the total cost of reering en infant

interms ot ordinal position.



TOTAL COST OF REARING INFANTS-SEXWICE

bl SPECIAL CEREMONY
PLAY MATERIALS
CARE TAKERS

ORNAMENTS
FURNITURE &
FURNISHINGS
MEDICARE

COSMETICS
CLOTHING

FOOD

Figure. 1

FEMALE

SCALE
1.CmM =10 PERCENT

i®lge
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COST OF scARING INFARTS LK RSLATION T0 ORDINAL POSITION

Average anount spent in rupees for child

Particulers

i Born

i1 Born

il Borxn

.--'------“---‘-------*,----------_.

rFood
Clothing
Cosmetics
Mecicere

Furnitures end
Furnishings

Ornsnents
Ceretakars
Play matcrials

Special caremonies

Tosal
Hc al
ab

Particulsss

Fixst born Vs
Secona bhorn

First bor:i Vs
xhira born

Second born Vs
Third born

Ns = Hot significent.

2579
43
297
996

402
960
340
490
725

7332
014.6
676.5

260 306
390 30.8
130 275.6

I S -

2229
490
2716
747

263
174
180
203
430

4992

554.6
617.5

iable ‘tc!?

2.921

2.921

2.921

1900
338
258
590

180

150
136

260
aBileée
424
543.8

- e = e " o o

Calculated °'t!

0.8 N,

1e3 e,

0041 Ne,
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Yo significant differ-nce in the 't' values ~ere observed
when the total expenszes were relsted to the ordinal position of
the infants., This feature of the present study is contrary to the
precictions of Clouzen (1966) that the cost of upbringing the
£irst born may be more becsuse the pearents feel imore snxious about
their first child then Go sbout later childaren. But the pteuat.
finding highlights that the ordinal position of the infanis does
not directly influence the cost incurred and tnis is supported by

the results of previgus investigetion (Bshan snd Jays, 1935).

The findings of the study with reference to the expenses
incurred on various items in the joint and nuclear families

have besen wocum:nted in the Table V.

.\‘j n



Tabie V

CUST OF RoARING INFANTS IN RELALTION 10 TYvis OF FaMILY

Aveérage smount spent in rupees for chila

‘-,----------------‘----

Particulars Joint regrcen- Buclear Percen=
family tage family tage
(him25) (N=125)

---’--‘--'--’----------‘-‘--------.

FoOd 621 61,3 891 32,5
Clothing 112 11.0 218 7.9
Cosmatics 64 6.3 120 4.3
Medlcore 92 9.0 23 10.6
rurniture and
Furnishings 18 1.7 301 10.9
Ornamsnis [ Ued 314 11.4
Caretakers 8 0.7 178 6.4
Play matsricls 14 1.3 153 5.5
Special ceremoniaes 78 7.6 FYBY 7.8
io.al 10103 100 2739 100
Mean 112.5 304
s 18 3,6 418.0
Farticulars MD 586 Table *t! Calculatzd *+*
Jomt vs Qt | ¥
Nuclaer Family 172.4 $s 2.120 = 2= R

-----"-----------‘--“-’----‘---.

* gignificent at 5h» level,



Nuclear families appear to be satisfying the needs of
children on & who esons mnn,?: spending higher amounts on fooq,
clothing, cos: etics, ma&icam, furniture, ornamants, play msteriesls
and special ceremonics than the joint femilies. The calculated
valuss incicats significant differsnce (5% lavel) betw:en in two

types of families with respect to their expenaiture pattern.

Teble VI poiunts out the total cost incurred in relastion
to the incowe levels and totsl cost {ncurred for infants from
bizth to six months and trom seven to fifteen months., The cost
of rewaring infsnts from birth to six months have bsen drewn 1rom

the findings of the previgus investigators (beham and Jaya, 1985%).
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Particulars

Food
vlothing
Cosmatics
Medicare

Furnitures and
Farn ngs

Ornaments
Caretakers

Play materials
Special eremonies

- aGp W O @ @& W W S O G @ W IS ST W T W@ A W@ o=

Total
Hean

TABLE VI
COBT OF REAIING LoFANTS IN RELATION 10 THE INCOME LLVLLS
—A¥SEage amount spent An rupees oex child
LEG MIG Hig
0-6 7-15 o8 "M 6  7-1s
9 157 75 809 178 13158
69 62 23} 216 »2 333
36 48 78 95 133 140
30 60 97 264 199 469
o1 72 66 195 222
18 246 198 517 407
'y - a2 10 170 242
24 20 50 62 128 166
2 26 420 202 1167 481
179 92 1301 1922 3079 3818
20 43 144 214 341 424
21 48 121 22% 316 3%0

-3



.---‘-0----------"-‘-_----------‘.

Farticulers MDD % 3 Table *t* caleuleted *t¢

le Low income grou,:
Oeb months Vs

7-15 months 23 16,6 2092} le3 Ns
4. Middle incone

group

O=6 months Vs

TelS months 70 85.6 20921 0.8 Ng

3. High income group
O=6 months Vs

7-13% months 83 183 2,921 0.5 hig
4. 0O=6 months

LIg Vs K1IG 124 41 2921 3,0 oo
5. O«6 wmonths

LIG Vs HIG 329 106 2.921 3.0 #»
6. O=6 months

4lG Vs HIGQ 197 113 1.7 1.7 »
7. Z-LS months

L1G Vs nlG 171 76 4.120 23 *
8. 7=1% months

LG Vs BI1G 378 118 2.921 3.2 *

9. 7=15 wonths
xIQ Vs HIG 210 137 2.921 1.8 NS

** gignificsnt at 1% level
* significant at 5% level
b Significent at 10% level
Ns bdot sSignificent,
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A review of money spent on different aspects reveal a
general trend of more money being spent by the high income
groups, thereby indiceting the definite influence of socio
economic status on the expenditure pattern., It is also spparent
from the results that the cost incurred increassed &s the age
of the infants incressed. The computed values of *t’ showed
o significant difference in the expenses met with between

the incoms groups.

ihe average expshnses lncurred for rearing the infants

during the period of seven to fifteen months as relaetud to
the educational atetus of the mothers is depicted in Teble VII,
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TABLE VI

COST OF RaARLNG INFANTS IN RELATION TCO EDUCATIGHNAL STATUS GF

Average smount syent in rupees per child

Particulars .
illiterates Hi foeondu‘ College

Cﬂ‘. y level
Food 132 436 1288
Clothing 54 263 306
Cosmetics 44 114 124
Medicine 54 382 430
Furnituzes and
furnighings i 115 190
Oznaments 13 263 368
Caretakers 0 920 199
Flay matsxials 1$ 96 145
Special Ceremonies 20 288 663
Mean 37 227.6 412
SL 38 122 347
Farticulars »D S& Table ‘€' Calculated ‘¢
Illiteracy Vs 190.6 42.8 2.921 4.4 ** -
Higher Secondary
level
Illiteracy Vs .e
College leveil 378 17 2.921 3.2
Higher Secondary
level Vs .e
Colliege level 185 123 2921 1.5 .

** Significant at 1% level
ks - Wot significent
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#ore wmoney had besn spent by the literate mothers.
Perhaps this group felt that the needs of their infants
required to be fulfilled at their best. 7There appsars to
be significant difference in the cost incurred between
illiteraste mothers snd those who had completed Higher secondery

education and between illiterates and graduates,

The average amount spent on various items related to

the educational status of the fathers is reported in

Table Vili,
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TaBLE VIIL
COST OF RBARING IRNFARTS 1IN RELATION 10 BDUCATIONAL STATUS COF
THE FoTHERS
N A R {24 i A BT §EL bt } L\ DGO »_ - x ¥
Pasticul ers Illiterates iHigher Secondery College FProfesse
level lavel ional

level

rood 137 655 1050 1810

Clothing $S 13 186 383

Cosmatics 36 359 112 152

Furnitures snd

Furnishings } § 58 144 245

Medicine 49 86 81 475

Ornaments o 130 282 424

Caretakers 0 16 110 2%8

#lay materials 40 55 123 176

special cereconies 0 153 264 480

Mean 35 159 285 458

5D 41 182 279 390

Pagciculprg . _ _ o~ _MD_ _ __ _88_ _ _ Tsplg't’ calculpred ‘L’

Illiteracy Vs Highser

Secondary level 12¢ 62 2.1 de1 He

Illiwexecy Vs

Colleye lovel 250 94.5 2.1 d.1 *

Illitaracy vs

profeasionsl level 420 131.95 2.9 3ol O

Higher sconndat{ level

Vs College leve 126 111.7 2.1 1.1 ks

Hiyher Seconaury Ve

Profuss ional level 296 144 2.1 2¢0 Ns

College Ve

rrofessional 170 160 . deld 1.06 Ns

d significent at 1% level
** gsignificant at Sk level
Ng ot Significant
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Table Viil revesl a declining trend of less money
being spent by the illiterate fathers. Judging from the *t¢
values no significant difference was obesrved among the literate
groups, there was significent difference butween the illitsrstes
and the graduatas and illiterstes and professionesls 4n the
total expenses incurred for their infants,

Status of the Mothers,

e
Tabls IX represgnts the' total amount spent for infants

according to the occupational status of the mothers.
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TABLE IX
COST OF ReARIKG IaF/ANTS IN ReLATION 10 QCCUPATIONAL 5Ti#IUS
OF Ha MOTHERS

~AYsEage apount spent An rucees ool ghild
Farticulars Wage kon

¥ood 140 681 1116 1201 1231
clothing 51 176 268 92 318
Cosmetics 39 81 110 13 133
Medicine 52 227 369 381 403
Furnitures and

Furnishings 0l 75 143 161 201
Laratukers 0 oé 141 184 2243
Ornements 13 172 17 324 3695
Play matericls 16 61 112 131 153
Speclal cereuonics 1?7 193 3%3 W9 458
noan 36 192 32% 355 387
50 41 182 296 313 316
Particulers MD 58 Table *t® J(gnculated't?

Wege earners Vs

Non workers 156 62.5 2.9 2.9 *
vage easrners Vs

Teachers 289 100,2 2.5 de8 *
wWage earners Vs

Clerks 319 105 2.9 3,0 #+
wWage earners Vs

voctors 351 106 2.9 2.9 "¢
Non workexs Vs

Te achexrs 133 116,95 2.9 1.1 Ns
Non workers Vs

Clerks 163 121.4 29 1.3 Ns
non workers vs

voctors 195 122 r . 1 1.9 ds
Teuchars Vs

clerks 30 144.4 2.5 O¢2 Ns
Te:chers Vs Loctors 62 145.2 4¢3 O.4 Ns
Clerks Vs Loctors 32 149.1 2.9 02 Ns

. Significent at 2% level
*e  significant at 1% level
hs Not Significant



Those working ss doctors had spent more mohey for
the needs of their infants. bally wage esrners differed

significantly from the other occupationalists thus showing
the existance of genuine socio-economic factor.

ihe total expenses incurred in relation to the

occupational status of the fathers is in Table X along with
the details of the test of significence.



TAaRLE X

COST OF RLARING INFNTE LN RELATION 10 OCCURATIONI 5Tx~iUS
OF Ths PATHARS

pe W' it 5 » VLA RY ELMBEL § i . N L,

Particulars waye Clurical ” .
Food . 143 958 968 1150 1361
Clothing 51 128 13% 80 331
Cosnmetics » 85 62 120 141
Medicine 50 183 192 3% 470
Furnitures snd
ruxnishings 01 82 8s 143 229
Ornsuents 12 154 165 55 402
caretakers 0 93 98 132 2495
Play materialg 13 6S 72 110 168
special ceremonies 19 185 192 340 4893
Mean 36 al 218 32% 42%

C3 41 267 269 306 s

AOECICMISNIE o o o o o e MR L S o - TeRle'$' gelculgtgdltl
L. Wrye ezrners Vs

Clezical workers 178 90 2120 1.9 hs
de Waye eazners Vs

Business 182 91 40120 2 bis
3. iage esrners Vs

whgineers 89 103 2.983 2.8 *
4. vays exznexs Vs

boctors 389 118 2.931 3.2
3., Clerical Vs Business

workers ? 127 20120 0.0% Uis
6., Clerical workers Vs

Loctors 214 147 2.120 led Na
7. Clerical workers Vs

Engineerxs 114 136 2120 0.8 )Ns
8. Business Vs

snyineers 107 136 2,120 0.7 lis
9. Business Vs Doctors 207 49 2.921 4.1 **
10, &ngineers Vs boctors 100 156 24120 0.6 Ns

*» gignificant st 1% level
* significent at 1% level
Ns dot signiticant
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it 15 but matural that the highly pleced professional
group of t’af.hon invested more money on their children than the
non;]itotuaiozuln such a8 wage sarners and members involved
in petty business.

9.

Table XI brings out the proportion of the expenditure on
esach item in relation to the total expenditure incurred for

rearing the infants.
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TaBLE X1

FROPOKTION OF MONKEY SPENT IN RELATION T0 ThH&E TOTAL EXPENDITURE
IECURRED FPOR REARING INFANTS

L1IG niGg HiG

Farticulars Amount  percen. Amount —percen-imount percen~

spent in ¢age spent in tage spent in tege

Xupess rupees rupees
Food 157 40 809 42 1338 36
Clothing 62 16 216 2 333 8.7
Cosmeticse 48 ¥ § 95 4.9 140 3.6
Medicare 60 15 264 13.7 469 12,2
Furniture and
Furnishings ol - 66 3.4 222 5.0
Vrnament 18 4.5 198 10.3 407 10,6
Caretakers - - 10 0.9 a42 6.3
Play materials 20 S 62 3.0 966 4.3
spggiel ceremoni- o 6.6 202 10,5 481  12.5
Msan 43 213 424
S 45 2295 3%0
rarticulars »D 85 Table 't' Calculated'l’
Li1G Vs MIG 170 76 2,120 2.2 **
L1G Vs HIQ 381l 118.3 2.921 32 o
KIG Vs HIG 411 13%9.5 2120 1¢S5 oa

‘----‘-“"“-----‘----------‘----

b Significent at 5% level
*¢ sSignificent at 1% lewvel
Ns Jdot significant

Regardless of the income, highest propoxtion of the
total expenditure was on food.({Figure 2). iow incowme group
spent gre:ter proportion of money on elothing, mediceare,
cosmetics next to food, while the least amount was spent

on furniture (Figure 3). It is interesting to nots the
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EXPENDITURE ON FOODS IN RELATION TO TOTAL COST
OF REARING INFANTS AT THREE INCOME LEVELS

FoOD EXPENDITURE

42 %

58%
.. DN

60%

LIG

Figure. 2

SCALE
| PERCENT = 35.6°

36 %

64 %

HIG

MIG

HIG BlIGH INCOME GROUP
MG MIDDLE INCOME GROUP

LiG LOW INCOME GRoUP



MONEY SPENT ON EACH ITEM IN RELATION TO TOTAL EXPENDITURE INCURRED
FOR REARING INFANTS FROM 7 TO I MONTHS (in PERCENTABE)
scala: tParcent = 9.6°

TOTAL

36n

S

Foopo

8%

CLOTHING

v v
s W oo o]
Voo Vo ¥
I
v

4.9% Foxn

'MEDICARE

FURNITURE 4%

NO
PURNIBRINGS

ORNAMENTS ' 4.5% 0.9% 10.8%

PLAY ' v 5% ' ;.o,(

MATERIALS

\

v
s | o e Vo

!

\/

BPECIAL v v
CEREMONIES 6.6 % 10.5% 128%

Fiavre 3
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pattern of expenditure between middle and high income group.
The former had spent more on medicare next to food while the
latter had spent more on special ceremonies. 1ihe high income
group spent considersble amount on csre takers while the middle

incoms group hed spent the least and the low income group had

not allocated any amount for that category.

The expenditure incurred on items suwch as food, clothing,
cosnmetics, medicare, furniture and furnishings, ornaments,
caretakers, play materiasls and special ceremonies asre documsnted
in the following tables along with statistical analysis.

1. &xpenditure Incurred on Feods

The expenditure on food include milk, cereals, tinned
foods, fruits, wvegetzbles, eggs, etc, The money spent during
the period of 7-15 months is depicted in Tuble XIiI,.
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TABLE XIX
EXPubDITURE INCUKRED ON FOULS

bumber in percentage

—
feting of 7-15 menche Ly o5 uio_
In HKupees

Below 150 70 - -

151 - 300 24 - -

301 - 450 ¢ - -

451 - 600 2 2 -

601 - 750 - 32 2

781 - 900 - 56 2

901 - 1050 - 8 6

1051 - 1200 - - 18

1201 - 1350 - 2 28

1351 = 1500 - - 24

1501 = 1650 - - 12

1651 - 1800 - - 2

Meen 113.3 782.14 1317

sD 17.22 43.78 145.22
FParticulars MD S8 Table ‘¢’ Caclul\g}:ed tt
LIG Vs MIG 668.84 7.40 2.6 90,38 **
LIG Vs MIG 1203.7 21.5 2.6 55.87
M1G Vs HIG 534.8 22,0 2.6 24.22°¢

o gGignificant at 1% level
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Seventy per cent of the low income families spent
less than Rs.150/= on foods. The mesn expshditure on food
for the low income families was found to be Rs.113.,30 over a
period of nine months (7 to 15 months of the infant's life),
ihe meen food expenditure (¥=782) for the infants in the
middle incomes families was six and a half times greater than
that of low incone femilies. ihe averages amount spent by the
high income groups on food wes found to be H#8.1317/~ &nd the
significant difference between the income groups is in line
with the previous study Behem and Jayas (1983). iIhis echoes
that as the income incresses, the experses on food Mtoasu.

2. jAxpanditure Incurxed of ¢lothing

Clothing expenses included the cloth%l for the infants, i.e,
frocks, shirts, underwears, and the seasonal garments like sweater,
scarf, woolen cap, napkins including the stitching charges. The
major trends in the expenditure pattern on infant's clothing
for the period of nine months at three income levels are in
Table XIlii.
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TABLE XIXX
AXPENDITURE INCURRED CLOTHING

Amount spent over the umber in psrcentage

period of 7-15 months LIG (N=50) MIG (N=SO) HIG (N=S0)
in kupees

Below 100 90 18 -

101 « 200 10 S0 24

201 < 300 - 22 36

301 « 400 - 4 20

401 < 500 - 4 8

501 « 600 - 2 8

601 - 700 - - 4

Maan 60 182 302

sD 12.81 71.91 68,21
Particulars D 34 Table ‘t' Calculated '+
LiG Vs MIO 122 10.40 246 11.73 ** >
LIG Vs HIG 242 9.9 2.6 24.4) **

MIG Va HIG 120 14.1 206 8.47 **

*¢ gignificant at 1% level -
hinety per cent of the low income families spent less
than hundred rupees, while there was none in that category in

the high income femilies. Fifty per cent of the middle income
families spent money on clothing requirements in the range

of R8.100=200, Fifty six per cent of the high incous femilies
spent rupees in the rangs of Re.200-400 for their infants'
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clothing requirements over the period of nine months. Twenty
per cent of the high income group spent batween Rs,400/_ana 700/-
for clothing. I[here was none in that category from the middle

and high income families.

The results were subjected to analysis of significence
by ‘t* test, The significant differences between the low and
high, between the middle snd high, and between the low and
middle confirm the influences of income on the cost incurred
on clothing for infants.

3. Z&xpenditure incurred on Cosxetics

Table XIV summarizes ths recorded observations of
money spent on items such as soap, oil, crean, powdsr, perfumes,
shampoo, prickly heat powder, herbel hair tonics for the infants
during the period of nine months,



TABLE X1V
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sXFERDITURE INCURRED ON COSMETICS

Amount spent over thes
period of 7«15 months

—BURREE 10 RoXgentage

LiIG (N=30) MIG (N=«50) BIG(N=30)

In (upees
Bslow 50 60
S1 « 100 40
151 « 200 -
Mesan 45
8D $5.1
Particularcs MD Sk
LIG Vs MlG 4 1.1
LiIG Vs HIG 74 1.6
MNiG Ve HIG 40 1.7
** jGignificant at 1% level

an overview of

income families (60x) spent in the range of Rs,1-50
period of saven to fifteen months of their infant's
remaining forty per cent of the low incoms families
Majority of the (92%) middle

“050/; and “0100/30

the Table XIV shows that most

92 26
8 60
- 14
79 119
6.5 10.1
Teble 't' Calculatec 't'
2.6 28,33 """ v
2.6 ‘5068 . "
2.6 23.26 ' s
of the law
over a
1ife and the

spent between
income familles

spent not less than Rs.100/= for cosmetics and the mead expenditure

of the high income families wes found to be Rs,.119/s revealing

highly significant difference between the three income groups,

This result replicates the major findings of Bsham and Jaya (198S).
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»xpenses incurred on medicare included the cost of
consulting doctors, immunization, vaccines, transport charges
for visiting the doctors and purchase of certain costy medicines,
tonics, syrups, drops such as ABBSC. and Vidalin etc. as is
shown in Table XV. |
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TABLE XV
BAPENDITURE INCUNRED ON MBOICAins

Number in
Amount spent over a £ percentage

period 7«15 months L1G (5=50) MIG (N=50) H1G (h=30)
In Rupees

below 100 94 14 -

101 « 200 4 36 8

201 -« 300 ] 24 18

301 « 400 - 16 12

401 « 500 - ) 8

S0 « 600 - - 16

601 ~ 700 - - 6

701 - 800 - - 12

901 -« 1000 - F | 4

1001 - 1100 - - 2

1101 « 1200 - - 2

1201 - 1300 - b3 -

Moan 58 204 536

8D 30.13 48 157.6
Farticulars ND 58 Table *‘t' c-lgg;aud vy
bIG Ve MIG 1‘5 8.1 2.6 17092 E 2]

LIG VA HIG 478 22.9 2.6 20,84 x* w
NIG Vs HIO 332 23.9 2.6 1384 »»

**  Significant at 1% level

wWhile majority (94%) of the low income femilies spent
less than Rs.100/~ on medicere, most of the high income families
spent more than R$.100/= The mean sum of money spent by high
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end middle income group were found to be Rs.536/= end Rs,204/=
respectively, and it was lesser in low income families (Rs,38/-)

over the period of seven to fiftsen months of the infant's life.

More monay was spent by the high income strata on itens
such as theiBLsC . drops, Vidalin drops, Milk of Megnesia, cough
syrup etc. The rssults support the study conducted by Kulkarni
(1979) indiceting thet the economic wealth of the parents
domonstrate higher degree of influence over the monetary expenditure
incurred by parents for bringing up a child. The comparison
between the cost incurred en medical aspects by low, middle and
high income groups showed a significant difference of °'t',

and_Fucnishings

Table XVI refers to information pertaining to the cost
of cradle, cot, peranbulator, chair, tricycle, baby walker, three
wheel walking aid and furnishings such as rubber sheet, blankst,
bedeheat, mosquito net and bed spreads.
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TABLE XVI
BXPENDITURE INCURRED ON SPSCIAL FURNITURLS AND PURNISHINGS

.'--‘---------“-'h------'-‘--’Q“

dumber in roen

Amount spent over the

in Rupees
Below 50 100 a8 2

51 - 100 - 60 8

101 - 150 - 12 24
151 - 200 - - 16

201 -« 300 - - 12

351 - 400 - - 3
401 « 450 - - 10
501 - 600G - - 6
Meah 25 67.0 238
S 0 10.1 64.98
Particulars MD 88 Teble *'t' C:zlculated ege’:°
LIGC Vs RKIQ 42 led 2.6 30 =
L1G Vs NiG 203 9.2 246 23 e
%IG Vs HIOG 161 9.3 2.6 17.31**

.---‘---,.’--'--------------‘-----.

** gSignificant at 1% level.

It is apparent from the table XVI tnat the low income families,
due to their limited finsncial av:ilability, spent negligible sum
of money on special furniture snd furnishings for their infants,
Only twelve per cent of the middle income families were able to
spend R8.100/« Rs.150/- where as high income families being affluent
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spent more money on spacial furnitures and furnishings.
Furnitures like perambulator, baby chair, at the seventh monthp
walking circle and three wheel walker at the infant'’s tenth

or eleventh month, ané separate cots, hlankets, rubber sheets
squeszed in more money from high income families., 3Significant
difference betwesn the middle and high income groups esmerge at

one per cent level.,

6. mmwﬁ ’ :

The expenditure on ornaments for ths selected infants s
summarized in Table Vi,

TABLE XVII
EXPIHDITURE INCURRED O ORKAMENITS
Amount s.ent over the Bunber in percentags
period of 7-15 monthe LIG (K=50) MIG (bmS0) HIG (k=SO)
in Hupees ,
o 92 72 12

1 « S00 : 8 16 4
500 - 1000 - 4 18
1000 - 1500 - 4 a8
1500 = 2000 - 2 18
2000 - 2500 - - -
MNean 0 188,16 1072.22
-3+ 0 28 168,09
Particular MD 4 Table 't* Calculatad ‘¢!
LIG Vs MIG 0 - - -
LIS Vs HIG 0 - - -
MIG Vs HIG 914.0 - 49,47 206 18,36**

s Significant at 1% level
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an intsresting fact that emerges from Table XVII is
that as the income increesses, the amount of money spent an
ornaments increeses. The high income femilles spent the maximum
amount of money for their infants on ornaments perhaps reflecting
their sffluence. Thirty eight per cent had spared Rs.1000/-
to R8.1500/~ on ornsments like chain, golden waist chain with
small medallions, (especially during the first birthday of
the infants). Two per cent of the high income families spent
K8.3500/~ leading to a remarkable dittorao(,'o between the three

incone groups.

The data in Table XVIII represents the expenditure for
the care tekers which included food and clothing expenses

allowences given to the ssrvant maids/beby sittars/part time
helpers arranged to look after the baby.



TABLE XVIII

EXPENDITURE INCURRED G CARSTAKERS

over & poricd of 715 monchs LG (B=80) NIG (Wu30) HIG (W=30)

in Rupees

0 100 94 24
L 1 = 150 - 2 8
151 - 300 - 4 36
301 - 450 - - 10
431 - 600 - - 12
601 - 750 - - 4
781 - 900 - - -
901 - 1050 - - -
1051~ 1200 - - 6
Mean 0 0 247.34
3] 0 0 80.7%
Particulars MD Table *t' Calculated ‘%’
LiG Vs MIG - - 2.6 -
LIG Ve MIQ - - 206 -
MIG Vs RBRIG - - 246 -

rarents from high income families appointed part-time
or full time servantas/caretakers to look after their infants
and so apportioned mesn Rs.247/- while ths money spent by the
low and middle income qroupé were negligible.
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8. Sapenditure Incurred op Plav Materials

Table XIX represents expenses on play materials that
included toys, dolls and play things.
TABLE XIX
SXPENDITURE INCURKED ON PLAY HATSRIALS

Amount s.ent on play materials Bumber in percentage
over the pericd of 7-135 months LIG (N=30) MIG (NeS0) HIG (N=50)
in Rapees

Below 50 100 60 4

51 « 100 - 26 28

101 - 1350 - 14 28
131 - 200 - - 20

251 « 300 - - - 10

301 - 3% - - - 2
351 - 400 ’ - - -
Mean a8 S8 144
$b 0 12,0 38.4
Particulars Ho S8 Table 't’ Calculated ‘'t
LIG Vs MIG 33 1.7 246 1l.4**
LIG Vs HIG 119.0 S.4 2.6 21,70
RIG Vs HIG 86 5.7 3.6 15,08

e gignificant at 1% level
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All the low income snd sixty per cent of the middle
income faemilies spent below is.50/- on play materials., High
income groups spent more money on play things for toeir infants.
They reported that their childien must play to learn skills.
The educated parents from this group, spent money on play
materials such as Leo toys, manipulative play things, dolls,

constructive building sets. Perhaps this group was interestsd
to improve the child's cognition end to provide experiences to

develop finer muscular coordination of their infants., The
statistical appraissls made indicated differences in the
expenditure incurred between the three different income groups

at one per cent level,

Income wise summary of expenditure on specisl ceremonies
is presented in Table XX, The expenditure on special ceremonies
included birth day celebrastions, earboring cersmony and visits

to temples to fulfill certain vows.



TABLA XX
SXPUNDITVRE INCUKKED ON SPECIAL CRRLMONIES

Amount spent on special Mumber in percentage
cocasions over tna period of LIG (4=S0) MIG (M=50) HIG (N=S50)

e g g

in Rupees

Below 250 100 92 44
251 - 500 - - 34
501 - 750 - 4 é
751 « 1000 - - 8
1001 - 1250 - a -
1251 =« 1500 - 2 -
1501 - 17% - - -
1781 « 2000 - 2 4
2001 - 2230 - - 2
4291 - 23500 - - 4
2%01 - 2700 - - -
Meahn 129 133 315.22
5P 0 1.4 98.81
Particulars 1) Sk Table ‘'t' Calculated ‘t*
LiG Vs KIG 10 0.8 2.6 12,5
Lig Va M1G 190 9.5 246 19.3**
RIG Vs HIG 180 12,3 46 14.6%*

e+ gignificant at 1% level

The data documented reflected tnaﬁ more than sixty
per cent of the low and middle income families and fourty four
percent of the high income femilies spent Rs.250/-. Eighty
per cent of the high income families had spent rupees more than
1,750/= 7The high income femilies spent more money on jewels
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and for some religious customs, since they had several traditional
formalities. Une of the grandest ceremonies is the celebration
of the child's first birthdasy. HKemarkable difference is observed
in the expenses between the three income groups at ohe per cent

level,

10. Savings for the Male and Female Infants

Table XXI bringsforth the f£indings on savings for the
male and female infants at three income levels in the form of
monthly instalments, benk savings and fixsd deposits.

TABLE XxxI
SAVINGS FOR THi INFANTS - 546X WISE
,- -unt ved over humber in percentage
ANO (-1 &
- period of 7=15 months LIG (he30) 4IG (M=S50) HIG (K=30)

Mele Tremale iale Female Male Female

in Rupees
Below 500 - 4 - - 20 4
501 « 1000 - - - - 20 14
1001 - 13500 - - 4 2 - -
1501 « 2000 - - - 2 4 é



61

The number of children for whom savings had been
done in the low income families was very low (4%) when compared
with the high income families. In the middle income group,

equal number of children of hoth the sexs. had savings not less
then thousand rupses. In the high income families, more male

children (44X) had savings than female children. It may be
bscause the latter group had high aspirations to educate their
children snd so a stronger urge to save money right from infency.

b. Supplementary rindings :

The supplementary findings emerging from the study such
as frequency of sickness in relation to income levels, influence
of income on cost of infant feedirg, attainment of walking
ebility in relstion to money spent on furniture are discussed
in the following tables.

l. Izeguency of Sickoese in Relation to ingome lovels

The frequancy of sickness in infants such as dierrhoea,
fever and cold are shown in Table Xxxil.
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the occurance of diarrhoea and fever at highest
frequency around the tenth month of the infants studied
indicate the probability of influencs of urge to bita/tuto
and such (Freud, 1950) the objects that he manipulates (Fiaget,
19635) and get infected.

incidences reported about fever (13th month) was maximum among
the infants belonging to low income as compared to the middle
(54%) end high income groups (36») during the study pexiod.
These incicdences may be due to the inability of the low income
group to maintain hygienic conditions.
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r

Table XXIXII brings out the correlation between the

month of attainment of walking and the money spent on furaniture
thet faclilitats walking.

TABLE XXELX
d
&TTAI.NFNT OF WALKING ABLLITY IN AULATION MO MOREY SFuliT ON
FURNITURE

Month of Money spent
sttainment in rupees J(2 YZ XX i 3

x - Y - ar a > o -
X = 292 Y = 6834 3174 2118435 74697 + 0,32

There was positive correlation bestween the month of
attainment of walking ability and the amount spent on furnitures
(like play-pen, tri-cycle) that faciliated walking indiceting
the better the opportunities for a child, the earlier the
development of walking skills.



Ve SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Rearing & child imposes certeln kinds of monstaxy
expenditures on the parents. 1his study is a followup
study siming to marve out the finsnclal cost of resring the
infants over a poriod of nine months (7 to 135 months of the
infent's 1ife). The following concluzions have heen drswn
besed on the entries made in the record by :he mothers on

exjenses towerds their infants,

i« 1The total cost incurred on infents sexwise revealed
that the awount spent for the fomale infants
was higher than the avount spent for msle infasnts
by Rs.161/= thougn statistically the difference
was insignificant,

2. No remarkable differsnces in the expenditure
patwern was observed with respect to the order
of birth of the infants though the mean expendituce
wes comparitively higher for the first borns than
that of the second and middle borns,

3. ‘ihe totsl cost of rexring infants differed
significantly between the nuclear and joint

feuilies,
4. The total expenditure met by the three incone

groups revealed & genersl trend of more money
being spent by the high than the middle and low incooe
groups and the cost increepsed &8s the age of the

infents incre:sed,
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The literste perents incurred more money than

the illiterates for bringing up the chilaren

sna the difference was significant statistically.
The effect of suployment of the mother influenced
the total cost incuired for resxring infancs,
Likewise prxofessionsl fzthers (doctors and sngineers)
spent meximam for rearing their fnfsnte followed
by parents involved in business. The wege esrners
significantly differed from the other oc-upationlists
incurring wuch less awount on reering infants,

the proportion of monay &pant in reletion to the
totel expenditure incurred for recring infants
swong the thrse income yroups revealed
significant difference bstween the high and low,
snd between low and widdle income groups.
slgnificant differences anerged in regird to the
expenditure incurred on different items such as
food, clothing, cosmetics, mediccre, furnitures
and turnishings, ornssents, cerstekers, play
materials snd specisl cersmonies arong the low,
middle and high income groups. |

ihe obesexvations with reference to the savings
pattern revesled that more monay was ceved for the

male £han for the female child.
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10, 1There is e positive correlation bstweem the month
of at.sinnent of walking ana the money spent on

s8yecial furnitures that facilitete walking.

RECOGHMENLATIONSY
ihe rscomseBdstions ewerging out of this study

for further research ares

3. & couwparitive study of the cost incurred by the
perents in rurel aid urben settings could be
studied.

2. he esssessuent of cost incursed for recsring children
if carried out upto preschool level might add on

to fundamental Kknowledge on cost of child rearing.

3. (mtocomes of such studies on cost of rsering
normal and exceptional children might throw
lighct oo the allocetion of money requirad for

cheir welfere by the government,
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APPaNDIX A

RECORD GIVEN TO MAINTALR IHe COST OF REARING INFANTS FROM

7=15 MON(HS
il. Name of the interviewee ]
de AGGTress s
3. 1Types of family s Joint/hucleer.
4, Incowe (Monthly) & Re.
iny other source of income o Yes/No. Q
S\
if yes gacify :
1f yos ] Ra,

S. Easily Backaroungs

---“---‘---‘-‘--’--‘--‘----ﬁ-----.

W cabionad

S.80, Nkawne of the admk, Relation. Uecu e Incoue
femily sember Level of -ship to ths se tion  Rs.
the Hembsrs hesd of the ~ge x (MON-

fanily thly)e.

‘Q-----‘-----‘--------------“---“

6. Ordinal poeition of the Child

7. sex of the Child [

8. waight of tha bsby at birth



9.

10.

11.

1ad.

@,
£.

Se

13.

1é.

74

vid you bresst f2d the baby
from birth? (] Yes/No.

T41ll what cime (] months,.

sppcify the milk foods and
other foods given to the a) Tined Foods,.

child fzrom 7 to 13 nonths '
b) Milk asnd Milk preoducts.
c) Careal Foods,

d) Others (specity)

Loes your hushand or anyothaer parson haelp you in
recring Infant? s Yes/No.

It Yes, which of tha following ;ay goes he/she helpi.

Bathing s Yes/No.
Teking the Child to the boctors 3 Yes/bo.
Flaying with the Child s Yes/io,
m:ﬂ.nglnq the Child's dresscs t Yes/No.

Helping you to prepire wilk/food s Yes/ko.
Lressiny che <hild s Yes/bo.
Any other(specity) s Yes/No.

Did you have any problem in 3 Yes/bo.
rearing your infent so fer?

It yeos, s.ecify the problea

1f yes, do you need a creche

for yourys child in your

locslity. ]

whether acepting small family

norm s Yes/No.
If yos « specify ths resson

If no - Specify ths repson 3
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15, uaxpenditure patiern (]
axpenditure on ——rite Of the infant in. motthe
Itens

7¢h 8th 9th 10th 1lth 12th 13th 14th 15th

a. Food - Milk,
other foous &«
Bj).ci.l foodaus,

b. Feeding equipmcnts
‘swon' cup.itc.)

Ce if breast f‘d‘
on s;eclsl fooas .
consumed by the
mocher during
lactation.

de Clothing

€, Cosmetics
i. soap

ii, rowder
ili, o011

iv, Cremus

f. Msdical ex;,enczess

i. Medicine
ii. Uoctor's Fezs
i14. Transport

ge &pecial furniiure
(like Chair
pora:bulacer) and
furnishings,
{mettress, Led -
.8preads otc.)

h. Ornaunentss
Gold, sllver.etc

i. Isking cere of the
child=- (servants
baby sitiaerxsj.

j. ®lay things

( Toys, dolls).

k. Speclal cerecorics
(birthday,
4earooring eic)

16. _Qihegss
a. Savings : ™

b. Loss of incoue
on accou:it of
infant c:xre



APPEBRNDIX B

STATESTICAL APPRALS LS

the ‘t' valuas were found out using the following

formula.
t = xl - xz
b}
B84 o n(s.)?
o X (i/n, + V/n,)
: n, ¢+ n - 2 1 2
~ 1 b} -
where,
}1 = Meen of the first group.
?‘2 = Mean of the second group.
n1 = Number of ssmples in cthe first group
nz = Number of semples in che second ygroup.
81 = Standard daviation of the first group
sz = Standerd deviation of the second group,
MD = Mean Difference

SB = Standard srror.,

FOR &MANCLES STATISTICAL ANALYSIS FOR EXvENS8S InCURRED ON
FOULS BY THRaoe LkiCOMa JROUPS (fABLA XIX IN  TuxT)



i{aBLE XIX

SXPENDIURS INCURD OGN FOOULS
imount spent in
ruppes in during
2-15 ‘m&h:o-

Balow 150
150 =« 300
301 - 450
451 - 600
601 - 750
751 - 900
901 - 1050

1051 - 1200

1201 - 13350

1351 - 1500

1501 -~ 1650

1651 - 1800

Mo an

sSb

Perticulars

LIQ Ve MI1G

LIG Vs HIG

MIQ Vs HIG

susber 4 psEcentads

LLIG (dm50) niI@ (M=50)

7

HIG(N=50)

e* significant at

70
24

et

MD

113.3

17.22

S8

a -
32 4
56 P

8 6
- 18

2 28

- 24

- 12

- 2

782.14 1317
48.78 145.22

Tablett'

Calculazted't’

668,84
1203.7
334.8

o a4 & o o

1% level

7.40
21.5
22.0

2.6
2.6
2.6

90.38 =»
55.87 **
24.22 **
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(L) LIG Vs #1Q
€ = _782.a8 = Adad
|—seazian? » so tspaam?  x (/504 1/50)
98

t = 868,84, . 90,38 **
7.40

(14) LIQ v, Mg X

50(17 i“'& 50 (145 .inﬁ
\,l 28 X (1/5% + 1/30)
t = il 7 3

21.8 u 55,87 b

(414) #IQ Vs HIG

JW X (1/50 + 1/50)
~ 98
vt m 334,80 = 6.2 **

42

e* gignificant at 1x level
The comparison batween the income groups showed significent

ad
aifferences M'.Aper cent level.
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I1l. The correlastion coefficient °'r* was calculated using

the following formulas

r = _ SR xy _
N(ss x ¥ ssY)
where, sk XY » XY - SK-SX
N

ssx = sx%. (s4%
N

2 2

ss¥ = s¥iogiy)?
N

r = Jorrelation coafficient

FOR sBAnPLEAS SIATISPICAL APPanloAl FOR CORNSLATION BoTwash
HTIALNALET OF wWALKING ABILLLY N SuLaTiOn 10O HONBY SPSNT ON

FURNIITURE ( TuiBls 26LLX Liv 1uXT).

TABLE XXIXX

ATTALNMANT OF WALKING ABILITY INRELATION 00 MONSY SFSNT TO FURNITURE

faonth of Money cpent
astainnent on furniture
of walking 1in Q&s,

X ¥ xz Yz
12 163 144 46 569
12 152 144 23104
12 223 144 50648
12 A0 144 57600
12 363 144 131769
12 v D 144 152881
11 183 121 33481
11 242 121 58564

11 s 121 112225

Xy

1956
1824
2700
2880
4336
4692
2013
2662
6893
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donth of Monay s;ent
attainment on furniture
of wvelking in Rse
& ]

X b 4 ) 4 } 4 XY

S it I B et et
11 385 121 148 .25 4238
11 k1 ¥} 121 1.3904 3872
i1 &8 121 135424 4048
11 438 i3l 191844 4318
11 457 iz21 20834 5027
10 487 100 237169 4870
0 254 100 64516 2540
10 ii6 100 76176 4160
10 261 100 68121 2610
10 168 100 28224 1680
10 191 100 36481 1910
10 143 100 20449 1430
10 121 100 14641 1210
10 45 100 2025 450
10 30 100 900 300
10 K1 1090 122% 350
11 471 izl 73441 281
11 458 121 66564 2838

5X=292 SYm68 34 zxa = 3174 212- 2118435 sX¥=74697
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X = 292 ! Y = 63834,

sx2 w3174 g SY* = 21184357  2x¥ = T4697.

r =SB XX .Y - _3X.3X
\S(ssz) (55Y) - i - -
PR .

J (ﬁx‘ - L.z;.nz)%r’ - 0

N N i
2 é
sox = X2 - (5K

h

3
-

= 5_1‘ = 3174
(3x)% = 85264

W= 27
s8X = 3174 - 85208 = 17.
27
ssy = £¥® o (z2y)°
N

= t¥% = 2113438

(£¥)% = 46703556
K = 27,
ssY = 2118435 - _46703556 = 33867¢.
27
BP XY = XY e 3R.5X
- Xy = 74597
53X = 292
Sy = 6836
N = 27
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sSP XY s T4097 - 84 4 5834 = 1739,
27
.r. - it xx
Jtssx) {88Y)

SP XY = 789
58X = 17
s8Y = 388674

r = _J2% - _789
J17) X (388674) [o6074358

2570

There is a correlstion betwasen the month of attainment of

welking ability in relation to the saount spent on furniture.



