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X. IHiK&PUCTion

Infancy is  the period from birth to about two years of 

l i f e .  I t  ia  a time of extradinary av ift growth ana achievement 

in a l l  areas of envelopment U lk lnd, 197d). fha f ir s t  two years 

of l i f e  are formative years when the foundations for child's 

future development Is la id , Tha family influence ia paramount 

during this period, as the rearing or upbringing of the child in 

the f i r s t  two or three years is entirely confided to the family 

members, end the child internellsap whatever ha perceives around

him (Khan, 1979).

Children are like flowers that bloom and fade for want 

of cere and need satisfaction (hakhooda, 1967). They are on 

the threshold of the bloosom of the flower, i f  the basic naed*/ 

fa c ilit ie s  of the l i f e  are denieu, the buds w ill not bloosom 

as wa wish, but they w ill wither. *v«ry child needs the love, 

security and care of a good home. The child ’ s parents are hie 

background, protecting him ana satisfying his essential needs 

( Agerwal, 1975).

elkind (197d) points out that effective parenting is 

c r it ic a l during infancy for the healthy growth and development 

of the child. Hatfield s& mL  U967) report that parents who
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recognize aria respond to their children* s nee as, who coaaittnicate 

acce tance and who ace available fox interaction foster stronger 

identification than the parents who are inaccessible and 

insensitive,

covades and Jaya (1934) remark that the family is  the f ir s t  

moulder of the child. I t  is  the agency which gives the child a 

stable relationship, through which he grown and thrives, gets his 

material need® fu lfi le d . Skidmore {1979) explains that the family 

provides for the bearing and upbringing of children, hearing of 

children seems to succeed best when there are parents who are 

personally interested in the upbringing of children. The home 

provices the best ground for fu lf i l l in g  the ch ild 's  economic 

need®, by taking care of the ch ild 's  physical development, provid­

ing fa c ilit ie s  for food, clothing, comfort and play for the child  

iShamsuddln, 19d4l*

Children are the wealth of the family and the nation, a 
concentrated e ffo rt  has to be maoe to improve their living

conditions and their general up bringing (Anandhan, 1981), A*

reported by kajandran 41979) the needs of children are many* but

our resources ere limited. Cur strategy should be to maximise

the benefits from the available resources. The Motional Children's

Board 41979) proposes that investments, whether interms of money
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spent or e ffo rt  made in programmes for the welfare of the children 

ere necessarily of long terta gestation, to foster and support the 

growth and development.

The International Union of Family Organisation (1906) 

atresses the need for action research in the fie ld  of child  

cere end child rearing, to Improve the share from the national 

budget to support the welfare programmes which are directed 

to or w ill benefit a majority of child population. Studies 

predicting the cost of child rearing are negligible specially  

in the context of Indian culture. tteeearch In this area is an 

urgent need since this might help in forecasting the finance 

required at various centres or alternate child care support 

systems to rear and maintain a childf catering to his basic as 

well as secondary needs.

A study conducted In Coimbatore by Baham and Jay a 11935) 

on 'cost oi rearing infants from birth to s ix  months’ with 112  

samples (from the three income level) recommended that monltary 

expenditure incurred by the parents for bringing up of child  

needs to be studied longitudinally. This present study is s 

follow up study lnorcmr to predict the expenditure incurred for 

bringing up infants (from seven to fifteen months) et three income 

levels and to assess the differences in the cost of rearing In
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relation to curtain ro r i.b lu . auch ea to*, ordinal petition. 

lnco« .  .aucetion. occupation ot paranta and typa of U n t i l .  

(irra tion a l oaf in it  ion of tha Jama uaad in thin study.
"f

infancy* in this atudy tafora to tha pax tod iron bitch 
to cibout fittaen months of l i f e .

Cost of rearing infants included tha coat
incurred on food, clothing* cosmetic®* wadicara* 
furnitures aria furnishings* ornaments* ears taking* 
play materials, special cereasonies and savings.



XI, R&VX&vt OF iiIXik«AlOWi

Xhe related literature pertaining to this study on 

•Cost of Bearing Infants* from even to fifteen months is 

n viewed unuer the following heads.

a . heeds of Infants

B. Child Bearing

and C. Cost of Bearing inf wits 

A. IHtltfl ?« Infants
Children have certain needs that must be met irrespective 

of culture and wealth i f  they are to survive and develop. The 

more adequately their needs are met, the greater w ill be their 

success 4 Aubron, 1973). According to ^adhana OargU931> the 

requirements of children are fooc, clothing, bedding, immunisation, 

play equipment end to ile t accessories.

Mursen (1979) states that needs ere the permanent trends 

of human nature which underlie human behaviour from birth to 

death, unde ra il  circumstances end in e l l  hmds of societies.

Since the infant is  vulnerable end helpless, he is unable co 

cope with his needs, he is e member of the household or an 

Institution which forma his universe, as  remarked by Manicienii934) 

the child*s f i r s t  need is  truely the need for l i fe ,  of socio 

economic and cultural envelopment, health, peace end to be evay
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from the risks of d ilution# poverty, lynornoot, of tease and 

war* ti«o( 1933) points out that I t  Is during this per loo that 

one witnesses a high incidence of wastage from mortality and 

morbidity due to many socio-ehvlronmantal factors*

Meed appears to be tnw basic drive force generating 

behaviour. Pain (1978) explains the neeos of the infants with 

special reference to (a ) a safe* healthful environment 

(b ) nutritious food and opportunities to learn to eat balanced 

tuaels (c ) play and learning materials that fac ilita te  the 

development and coordination of senaorywnotor processes and 

unlimited opportunities to act upon these materials (o ) periodic 

health check and immunization against common infection# toward# 

developmental progress. In Tate' (1980) views one of the 

primary duties of the parents is to dress their infant thus 

helping him to promote his personality and to ensure a feeling  

of security in him*

shmeutidin (1984) assart# that home is the eternal school 

of l i f e  which provides fa c ilit ie s  for food, clothing comfort and 

play for the child* The infants* parents are his background, 

protecting him and satisfying his essential needs (Agarwal, 1975)•
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»• tihua natfUw

Airibron (1978) describes chat children have certain neeas. 

irrespective o£ culture. The more adequately the needs ere met. 

the greater w ill toe the measure of maturity their personalicy 

w ill atLain. The process of meeting their needs is known as 

child rearing.

Bhogle (1981) defines child rearing"es the ways and 

means adopted by the parents in bringing up their children to 

make them useful members of the society1*• ftamamurthy and 

Bharathi (1979) opine that the wore child rearing generally 

refers to a ll interactions between parents and their children.

The interactions include parents* expressions of attitudes, 

values, interests, and believes as well as their care taking 

and upbringing patterns. These interactions affect the ch ile 's  

behaviour, whether intended to be so or not and influence his 

potentialities for future action.

dttpte (1986) points out that bearing children is  e natural 

phenomenon but rearing them in a manner so as to make them useful, 

health/ and mentally sound citizens is something which requires 

serious consideration on the part of those who are concerned with 

the welfare of the society. Brisbane (1969) stresses that child  

rearing practices aim to help the child to become an indepenoent. 

responsible, well adjusted person to develop character and to 

play a worthy role as men and women in the society.
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bin ha 11980) denotes that child rearing induces much 

more than providing a chile fooa* shelter* and clothing which 

are the basis for growth* Bogg(1955) explains that the goal 

of child rearing la to envelop in the child the capacity for 

adjusting to the traditional roles and cultural groups to which 

the ch ild 's  family belong.

ftodhok (1975) studied child rearing practices among rural 

women of hew irnlhi end iounu that there was no significant 

difference in ch lla rearing practices among the mot tier fa belonging 

to different castes and lemilies with different socio economic 

status, on the contrary* the study of chlla rearing practices 

in rural families conducted by haline O0vi (1968) in the village  

of ihondamuthur at two income levels revealed significant 

differences in child rearing practices at different income levels*

The study conducted by Mu t hay y a (1971) on child tearing 

at different socio economic conditions in Uyaerebed brought to 

ligh t the fact that early weaning might require spending money 

fo r the food* Majority of the respondents (nearly sixty percent) 

from low income groups weaned their infants at three yuars. on 

the other hand the study conducted by bur wet* (19bl) on cost of 

infant feeding revealed that the cost incurred on supplementary 

fooas were reduced by the home-made* low cost weening fooos*
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The respondents from the poor socio-economic strata in his a udy 

at Arabian sea reported that they started early weaning procedures 

even tbs period of sixth month of their infants. Sin ha (1930) 

concludes that children are not born human but ere born with 

the capacity to become human and they can only become human by 

proper upbringing and training in the society.

Me duire (1934) explains that the financial cost of rearing
<K

inciudes the consumption of the child interns of food, health, 

clothing and recreational services and also the indirect cost which 

is interns of suffering worries and time. According to 

Lsibenstein (1975) the perceived cost incurred by the parents for 

rearing the child includes the expenditure on essentials like

food, clothing, health, housing and recreation.

i t  was observed by fiidsr (1963) that the Family is likely  

to have fewer financial resources at the t me of birth of the 

f i r s t  child than at later phases of family l i f e ,  avery b it of 

equipment that is required tor child care must be obtained for 

the f ir s t  time for the f i r s t  child. If this equipment is purchased, 

i t  represents s new source of expense that may be burdensome to 

the young family, l*he cost such as foou. clothing, medicine 

increases the young families* expenses.
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t ii l lls  (1974) report* that tbs £inanciel cost of Isrye 

families ere net by most people either through prolonged 

restriction on spending or by engaging the sk ills  of the older 

sib lings lnoroer to bring additional resources to the lankily 

pool. Bowsratar. (1961) opines that there is no doubt that it  

costa less to provide for a family of three than to provide 

for any large group. Bossara gjfc (1964) point out that the
CX

small families secure the greater economic advantages, the 

equipment and physical provisions in and around their home for 

rearing of children.

Clousen (1966) remarks that the cost of upbringing the 

f i r s t  child may be more because the parents feel more anxious 

about their f i r s t  child than they do about later children. This 

finding has been proved by the report of Hayappa (I960) which 

aieo points out that tha cost incurred on the f ir s t  child is 

estimated to be twice as expensive as the second child, the birth  

order being an important factor in the estimation of the cost 

incurred on rearing the child. The study conoucted by Sahara end 

Jaya (1965) shows a different trend and reveals that there was 

no sign if  leant difference in the toiral expenses incurred for 

rearing infants from birth to six months in relation to the 

ordinal position of the infant.
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bannock*s review (1970) indicates that the coat rearing 

e child t i l l  13th birth day in United states* for an urban 

family with two children in North-Central region was $25.360i 

( Me. 3, 10, 5GG/«) tor a farm family in south, it  was $24, 350*

(Me. 3,04, 375/-) ana for far® family north Central region the 

amount was $23,070, (kb.2,38,373/»).

The Indian institute of Public Opinion (1934) reviews 

that, on an average, the expenditure incurred by parents on 

their children in urban families was Ms.o 32JL/- ana was 

Ms.m&d/~ in rural fam ilies. Of this expenditure, nearly 

70 per cent was incurred on food.

Xhe results of tbs study conducted by be ham and Jeya(1985) 

showed a significant difference between the families of three 

income levels in the expenditure pattern oi iteus such as food, 

clothing, cosmetics, medicine, furniture, ornaments, servants, 

recreation ana ceremonies for rearing the infants from birth 

to six  months. There was also a significant d if re ranee in the 

saving patterns of the low and high income groups. The total 

cost of rearing a female infant was Ms. 133d/* while i t  was 

He,741/m for the male infant. The total cost incurred for the 

f i r s t  child was higher than the second end third boms.
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Tha aaiee stuoy reflects. significant fii££#r«ncft x*®n 

costs wars compered with the educational end occupational status 

of the parents. The illite ra te s  incurred Ks.160/- for child  

rearing while the graduates incurred ks.1813/—. professional

fathers spent the highest for their infants (fcs.3b71/-)>  while 

the daily wage earners incurred competitively jainism® for 

rearing their infants in s . l l l/ * )*

The survey conducted by herein (1985) in Japan estimated the 

total cost of rearing, where the basic coats of bringing up one 

child accounted he.6.12,000/-. The total expenditure on food 

amounted to three lakhs while i t  was ids. 78,500/- for clothing 

Ks.49.000/* for medical treatment end the rest for cosmetics.

A study conducted by Mythili ana Oaervani (1980) on the 

supplementary food introduced between six to eleven months by 

Tamilians of different incoma|levels, settled in Hyderabad shows 

that milk, fru its, end fru it Juices, rice, dhal and commercial 

infant product® were the foods introduced. There was no signi­

ficant difference in the selection of weaning foods among 

different income groups* This was attributed »o the educational 

level of the mothers. Hence, education seems to play a greater 

role than income. The study conducted by f**Kl977) on the total 

daily cost of a r t if ic ia l Infant feeding was us $ 0.50(Jte.e.63/*)
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• day or US $ 390 l Me.4375/“ ) for the entire two year period. 

The nelly cost o£ the extra food for a lactating toother was

a r t if ic ia l  feeding over breast foealng was US $ Q. J9(hs.4.aa/») •

aixpenoiture on the child begins with the introduction of 

supplementary food*. I f  the child can be given a part of adult 

food# additional expanse may be negligible, hut supplementation 

usually bagma with milk, biscuits# ana snacks and a ll  these 

need to be bought. This was observed in another study conducted 

toy Oaervani (1980)# on the cost of infant feeding and care in 

low# middle and high incocue groups. The cost ranged from 

fts.1.26/* to 4.9 l/« per day. Costs ware assessed on the basis 

of the cost of a r t if ic ia l milk# milk battles# nipples# tbs cost 

of additional foods consumed by the mother to promote breast 

feeding# the cost of medicines# consultation and transport and 

the cost of time spent on feeding. The study revealed that the 

cost of feeding decreased at the f i r s t  s^age of -aaning in low 

income groups# whereas in middle and high income groups# i t  

increased. It  was clearly seen that breast feeding and non-milk 

supplement* were the least expansive methods of feeding; medical 

expenses were also the least in this case. In the low income 

groups# preparation of any food# especially for the child# added 

to the faa illee* expenditure.

The dally additional cost of fooos for
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The faxes Community Demonstrative Project (1975) conducted 

thtt ooet study and produced that the money tpent by the state has 

a compounding effect on total resource* devotee to day-care.

On an average for each dollar expended on child-care services. 

$3.03 (Its.38.SO/*) of non-state resources was generated, and the 

income of families, who. a children received day care through the 

projects rose about 329b over a nine month period, fo r every 

dollar of state money expended, family income rose by $1.86 

(Ms.23.2S/*) the actual state cost for day-care services appeared 

to be 17%.

1b sum up. i t  could be said that there is a great need 

to develop more empirical evidence in the area of cost incurred 

fo r rearing the children through more systematic studies.

I
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I I I .  rtfeTuobGLOQY

The methodology o f the study on * Cost of rearing infanta 

from raven to f i f t e e n  months* is  discussed under the fo llow ing  

headings•

A. Selection of the area

B. Selection  of the sample

C. Collection of the data 

and £>• Analysis of the data

A. selection of the.Area

be hen (1935) did a study on cost of rearing infants from 

birth to six  months. Since this is a follow up study of 

Eehwtil 1935), a senior studant to the investigator at 

Sri Avinaehilingam dome Science College, Coimbatore, the areas 

selected to study the 'Cost of rearing Infants from birth to 

s ix  months', for the earlier investigation, continued for this 

study also. It  included Muthumariemman Koil Street, Kamarejapuram, 

Sivananas Colony, Seibeba Colony and Bamalingem Colony in the 

city of Coimbatore*

b. Shu .feaaialft
with the help oi the former investigator who initiated  

the longitudinal study, the houses of the same infants were 

located for the follow up study. Fifty infants from each of
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the three income groups (proposeO' by nukerjee, 1901) flunking a 

total of hundred ana i i it y  Mtr« or awn lo r the study. Ths inlanta 

**•1 acted haO completed tin  months. 01 age by February 1936̂

(starting period oi this study) and were chosen inoroer to hrve 

data on cost of rearing them from seven to l i t  teen months.

By December thus the selected intents had completed their fifteen  

months thus providing a parrod of nine months for recording the 

expenditure incurred for rearing them.

The willingness of the former families to continue recording 

of the cost on expenses were confirmed. The parents ;,«r« explained 

about the longitudinal nature of the study and the type of help 

they were expected to o ffer. E liciting definite reassurance from 

the concerned members they were induce u for the study. The 

investigator through her v isits to the families could achieve the 

cooperation from a ll tiroes selected for the former study.

C. . < rQ U n ,f i f t .H f l .U ,

The record book evolved by the investigator (Appendix A) 

wee distributed for maintenance and necessary information. The
CO

sample of the re e r a  schedule (Appendix a ) mainly consisted of
A

columns to e l ic it  the following information.

1. Family background of the selected infants,

2. Infant feeding
2. Expenditure incurred on food, clothing, cosmetics, 

medicare, furnitures and furnishings, ornaments, 
caretakers, play materials special ceremonies and 
savings.
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The mothers ot the infants wer^ visited once a month. 

They were requested to kinaiy cooperate with the investigator 

making entries in the re core continuously a ll  the expenses 

incurred with regard to their infants, home v is its  enabled the 

investigator to check whether the entries for that particular 

month had already been done or not, end to follow it  up. * 1

The data on the 'Cost of rearing infanta from seven to

fifteen  months on various items like toon, clothing, cosmeticsf

medicare, furniture and furnishings, ornaments, care takers, 
play mater ia lsy special ceremonies ana savings -ere analysed

statistica lly  to find out the relationship between!

and

1, Cost of rearing in relation to sex

2, Ordinal position of the infants ana expenditure 
Incurred

3, Type of families ana cost involved in bringing up 
cnilaren^

4, mounts levels of families and expenditure on rearing 
infants*

5, Educational and occupational status of the parents 
and expenditure incurred on rearing their infants,

She data was trusted satistica lly  with the hsip of *t '

test to find out the differences in the cost incurred to rear

the child variable wise.
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TABLo> X

BACKOItOVhJU OP THL dSLSCTSO IMPAhTS
Percentage

S .»o . details "  Ixo « I< f  "  HXO iotal
tW-50) 1&-50) ^W*150

type of family
a) Joint 10
b) Nuclear 90

Lirai of the family
a) Small U -4  members) 68
b) Medium I4~d members) 28
c) Large iwore than 9 members) 4

Sax of the child
a) Mala 32
b) Pamela 68

Ordinal position of the child
a) 1st born 18
b) XXnd born 60
c) IXXrd born 20
Q) XVth born
a) Vth born 2

20
00

76
24

52
48

52
36
12

20 16.
30 83*

70 71.
28 26.

2 2.
60 44.
30 55 .

60 43.
30 4 2
10 14

11 0
<

«  Low Income oroup (up to  Jts.6GQ/— per month) 
ttliQ •  Middle income oroup 1 hs.601/- to ka. 1500/- pot month)
HXti — aigh income group iK®.150l/» and above par month)

16s following paragraphs «xpl a in the family background of the

selected infants.
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• ) Tyoa of fM>Uy_.
more than • ighty par osnt of the infants wart* from nuclear 

families# The number of nuclear families -^are five times greater 

tn«n the Joint f sa il lee. seventy one per cent of the families were 

having members lass than four#

b) sa* of the Infanta-

Thera was an equal distribution of mala and female children 

in the high income families, while the middle income group had more 

male children than female ones and vice versa in the low income

group#

c) ordinal position of the HvfUBta-

Stitty par cent of the f i r s t  born children fe l l  In the high 

income group} a similar number of the selected infanta in the low 

income were second born# on the whole* only fourteen percent of 

the families had the Infanta who wera third born#

Table IX shows the details of the educational and occupational 

status of the parents of the selected infants#
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TABLisi 11

t> & B M M a a o u m

Percentage

S**o« reta ils  2 lii told Hid iotal
*8-50) t«»3G) (M»50) l*»150)

5, Fatter'a idkieitlooil 
status
a) Illiterate® 10 e* - 1.1
b) Fifth standard 10 - mm 10.0
c) eighth standard 48 2 — 16.6
a) ifenth standard 8 40 4 17.4
e) Pius two level 4 18 — 26.0
f ) degree level - 40 18 7.1
9) Professional level - - 58 13.1

6. Hotter*s SM oatlM il 
status
a) illiterate® 10 e» - 10
b) Fifth standard 42 — ee 14
e) 8th standard 23 10 mm 19.1
d) Itottth standard — 42 10 17.3
e) Plus two level — 16 18 11.3
f ) degree level — 12 12 23.0
9) Professional level — e» * **

7, Hotter'® Occupational 
Status
a) »on vorkan  
to) wage earners
c ) itoachsr®
d) dnginecra
e )  C le r ic a l worker® 
1) doctor®

8, Fatter'® Occupational 
Status
a) wage earner® 
to) Business 
c ) Teachers 
0) engineers
e ) C le r ica l workers
f ) doctors

94 32 64 30
6 — • 2
mm 12 18 10
«» __ 2 0.6

4 12 5.2
mm 2 4 2

33 mm a. 12.6
14 18 3 26.6
M . 10 10 6.6
20 22 58 ' 13.4
8 10 20 19.1
— — 4 1.1
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d) educational Of tbf f fa tto l

fen per cant of ths father* from low Income group 

i l lite ra te s . Fifty eight par cant of the fathers from high 

income group and thiity eight per oent of the father* from 

middle income group* had professional education. Forty per oent 

of the father* from middle and high income group had education 

upto college leve l. «w  fa there in the high income group mem 

to be batter in their educational qualification.

e ) arfuoatlonal Level of the Hotter*

One third of the mothers from low Income families were 

i l i l t a r a t * * • Irrespective of the income groups# none were 

professionally educated. In the high income group# seventy 

two per cent of them were educated upto college leve l.

f )  Occupational Statu* fit, tfr*

m x »  than three fourth of the mothers 130%) of the selected 

sample were homemakers* The mother* employed in various kinds of 

occupations numbered twenty per cent.

g. occupational Level of th* FatteUTA

Fifty  eight per cent of the fethers were engineers in high 

income group*. Thirty eight per cent of the fathers from low 

Income families were wage earners and moat of the fathers(33%) 

from middle income group* were doing business.
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» .  tetal cost o f wigging Infant*

tim total cost of roaring infant* woo ounce** op ietacat 

of sex, ordinal position of the child, income an* typo of 

fonily, o*ae«tlonal an* occupational status of fattiors an* 

mothers. I t  includs* tin coot incur rod on food* clothing, 

cosmetics, medicare, furnitaros (play-pen, perambulator, cot, 

cradle ate*) 4 an* furnishings ( met trees, bad spre&de, a te ,),  

ornaments, caretakers, play metarials end special ceremonies 

(b irth  day celebrations, ear boring e tc * ).

1* coat of soaring Infants -  dox wise

fhe extent to which the saount incurred for rearing infants 

varies is  indicate* in iable 1X1 along with the rtotistica l 

appraisals*
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TABL* i l l

COS'S Qlt MSAMlSQ 1st ̂ TS-to&AWi 1&+

Avetage amount spent In rupees per child
Particulars Fwuale (£MI3) Male (»NS7)

Food 759 790

Clothing 179 189

Cosmetics 101 89

Medicare 255 284

Furnitures and Furnishings 86 101

Ornaments $43 200

Caretakers 66 83

Flay materials 75 36

Special ceremonies 173 259

Total 2242 2081

Mean 249 231

SO 229 210

Female Vs m  S* fable *t* Calculated 
*fc»

Male 18 104 2.921 0.2 Ns.

US m Not significant
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excepting the « xpenees on items such as cosmetics end 

ojm aments, the cost incurrec tor the male infants was higher 

on food, clothing, made era, furniture and furnishings, care 

takers, play materials end special ceremonies. Though the 

total cost was higher for the female infants (Figure * )  the 

difference was insignificant s ta t is t ic a lly •

c
It  ie interesting to note that the expenditure on spatial 

ceremonies were higher for the male children. Perhaps this is  

due to the perferencee of the parents to spend more fo r mtleA
infants on special rttuels especially In the high income groups. 

The findings of the study toy Beham ana Jeye (19B5) substantiate 

the findings of the present study.

2. Coat of Bearing infenti in relation tt? Vltitflfll ■ Ltol kl tetL- 

Teble IV features the total cost of rearing an infant 

interms of ordinal position.



T O T A L  C O S T  O F  R E A R IN G  IN F A N T S -S E X W IS E

MALE FEMALE

SCALE
l.cm =10  PERCENT

Figure. 1
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v1
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COST OV cibAftlfed IMPASTa XM USiLATXOM TO OBGXWAL POSXflOM

XV

Average amount spent in rupees for child
Particulars 1 Born 11 Born 11 Born

rood 2579 2229 1900

Clothing 743 490 338

Co ssoe tics 297 276 258

Mode « ra 996 747 590

Furnitures end 
Furnishings 402 263 180

Ornaments 960 174 4 rl
Caretakers 340 180 150

Play materials 290 203 136
il

Special ceremonies 725 430 260

Total 7332 4992 3816
Mean 014.6 S54.6 424
SD 676.5 617.5 543.8

Particulars m Sa Table * t » Calculated *t#

F irst born Vs 
Secono born 260 306 2.921 0.8 Ms.

r lr s t  born Vs 
'rhird born 390 290.8 2.921 1.3 Ms.

Second born Vs 
Third born 130 275.6 2.921 0.47 Ms.

its *  Hot ligaU ican t.

aL . 1>. ,.t_ •• •__- ■ M: jr. ••____ 4':iS_Ji'
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Ho significant difference in the ' t» values wara obsfrwci 

when the total expenses ware related to the ordinal position of 

the infanta. This feature of the present study is contrary to the 

predictions of Clou sen (1966) that the cost of upbringing the 

f i r s t  born may be more because the parents fee l more anxious about 

their f i r s t  child than do about later children, but the present 

finding highlights that the ordinal position of tha infants does 

not directly Influence the cost Incurred and this is supported by 

the results of previous investigation (Behata and Jays. 1935).

2. cost of nearing infants in relation tQ.liiflt.9l fmUJL. '

The findings of the study with reference to the expenses 

incurred on various items in the jo in t and nuclear families 

have been uoctimented in the Table V.

i %

1



fAfiUb V

OJ&S OF 1* HeUkllOh TO TYP* OF FAMlOY

Average amount spent In rupees tor chilo

Particulars

f 0ocl

Clothing

Cosmetics

M saicre

furniture «nO 
furnishings

Ornaments 

Carstakers 

Play mat**riuls 

Special ceremonies

iOwel

Joint
family
IN«25)

021

112

04

92

18

6

8

14

78

1012

Mean
m

112.5
182.0

Percen­
tage

61.3

11.0

0.3

9.0

1.7

0.5

0.7

1.3

7.0

100

Particulars MO SSo

Joint Vs 
Nuclear family 17 2.4 9S

Nuclear
family
(fc-125)

891

218

120

283

301

314

178

153

271

2739

304
218.0

Table * t*

2.120

Percen­
tage

32.5

7.9

4.3

10.0

10.9

11.4

0.4

5.5

7.8

100

Calculated *

a. i *
2*i4*

S ign ifican t at 5% leve l.
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' (iuclMr 1(Maili^s appser to to satisiyiog the needs of

children on a who esome maner spending higher amounts on food,
A

clothing# eos vietics, medicare# furniture, omajientsy pley materials 

end special ceremonies then the joint fam ilies, the calculated 

values indicate significant differenoe {$% level) between in two 

types of families with respect to their expenditure pattern.

4. cost of aearlnu infants la ffvlaUohte-iflSftiM .md
4m

Table VI points out the total cost Incurred in relation  

to the income levels and total cost incurred for infants from 

birth to six months and from seven to fifteen months. The cost 

of rearing infants from birth to six  months have been drawn from 

the findings of the previous investigators { ha ham and Jaya, 1995).
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v  z
COST Of JftSAftikO l *  mhXtUM TO UHL iHCOm  L&V&LB

f « rU e t t la r s Old Mio am

- 0-6 7-15 0i t
M0^t^|

0-6 7-15

food 9 157 75 809 178 1358
clo th ing 69 62 231 216 392 333
c o u n t ie s 36 48 78 95 133 140
H ed ieu s 30 60 97 264 199 469
Fa m i turns end 
Furnishings 4 01 72 66 195 222

oraeM iats 1 18 246 198 517 407
Carotakars 4 no 32 10 170 242
P lay  cm ta r i  e ls 24 20 50 62 128 166
£>peeial en n en iss 2 26 420 202 1167 481

Total 179 392 1301 1922 3079 3818
Moan 20 43 144 214 341 424
SO 21 45 121 225 316 350

!(jl

t

ll
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i^artlcuiecs m Table *t» Calculated * t*

1* Low Incoma groUj, 
0*1 non the Ve 
7-15 months 23 14*4 2*921 1*3 Ns

2* Middle Income 
group
0-4 months Vs 
7*15 months 70 85*4 2*921 0*8 Ns

3* High Income gxoup 
0-4 months Vs 
7-13 months 83 133 2.921 0*5 Ns

4, 0-4 months 
LXQ Vs MlO 124 41 2*921 3.0 *•

3* 0-4 months 
Lia vs Mia 32-̂ 104 2*921 3*0 ••

4* 0-4 months 
Mia vs Mia 197 113 1.7 1*7 *

7. 7-13 months 
l io  vs Mia 171 74 2*120 2*3 *

0* 7-15 months 
LIO VS Mia 378 118 2*921 3*2 *

9* 7-15 months 
Kia vs ma 210 137 2*921 1.9 NS

** S ig n if le a n t a t 1% le v e l
* s ig n if ic a n t  At i%  le v e l
* S ig n if ic a n t  at 10% le v e l 
lie Mot s ig n ific a n t*



32

A review of money spent on different aspects reveal e 

general trend o f more money being spent by the high Income 

groups* thereby Indicating the definite influence of socio 

economic status on the expenditure pattern* I t  is  also apparent 

from the results that the cost incurred increased as the age 

of the infants increased. The computed values of *t* showed 

a significant differsnos in the expenses mat with between 

the income groups.

5. Coat of Peering infants in relation to Educational Statug
ttw riQVftm

The average expenses incurred for rearing the infants 

during the period of seven to fifteen months as related to 

the educational Status of the mothers is  depleted in Table VII.



33

TAfiUi VIZ
cost or JteAHIMO JUMTAMtS 1M RifcAi'IOM 10 BOUCATIGttAI* STATUS or

x̂ yfi m m & M

Particulars Average amount spent in rupees per child
Illite ra tes  Hig|^|^|eeondary College

level

rood 132 434 128Sclothing S4 263 304
Cosmetics 44 114 124
Medicine 
furnitures and

34 3S2 430
iucnishiays 1 U S 190
Osnsnents IS 243 36S
Caretakers 0 90 199
Play materials IS 94 14S
Special Ceremonies 20 2S8 66S

Mean 37 227*6 412
SO 38 122 347

Particulars MO SB table *t* Calculated 't

Illite racy  VS 
higher secondary 
level

190*4 42*8 2*921 4*4 **

Illite racy  Vis
College leve^l

higher Secondary 
level Vs

373 117 2*921 3*2 ** -

college level IBS 123 2*921 l.S  ** .

•• Significant at 1% level 
As .  not significant
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**ore money had bean spent lay the lite rate  mothers. 

Carhop* this group fa it  that tha needs of thair Infanta 

required to ba fu lf I l ia d  at thair bast, There appears to 

ba significant difference in tha cost incurred between 

i l l i t e r a te  mothers and those who had completed higher secondary 

education and between illite ra te s  and graduates*

*• Qont of Hearing.infants in relation to ddnoationai statue

The average amount spent on various items related to 

the educational status of tha fathers is reported in 

Table VXH.
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CO$T OF MAXlXQ INFANTS IX w&L&nm to xjwca£Iq« m » status of
sm T^me,x&

IABLX VXX1

_______Average amount spent In ff9P*e* Bfg Child.—
Fsstlculers illite ra te s  higher secondary College Profess*.

level level ional
level

Food 
Clothing 
Cosmetics 
Furnitures and 
Furnishings 
medicine 
Ornaments 
Caretakers 
Flay materials 
Special ceremonies

Mean
so

PagtJ'C&lArA _ _______
Illite racy  Vs Higher

137 655 1050 1510
55 190 186 383
35 99 112 152

1 58 144 245
49 86 291 475
0 130 282 424
0 16 110 258

40 55 123 176
0 153 264 480

35 159 285 455
41 182 279 390

gp__________ gS_______laglaL’ i * .  £4LfflftAA*&A.al r

Secondary level 124
Illite racy  Vs 
College level 250

Illite racy  vs 
Professional level 420

Higher secondary 
Vs College level

level
126

Higher Secondary Vs 
Profess ional level 296
College Vs 
professional 170

62 2.1 2.1 Ns

94.5 2.1 2.1 *

131*5 2.9 3.1 **

111.7 2.1 1.1 Ns

144 2.1 2.0 Ns

160 . 2.1 1.06 Ns

* Significant at 1% level
• • Sign i f  leant at 5* level 
as hot significant
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fab lt W i l  ravtal a declining trend of loss mormy 

being spent by the 1111 terete £ ethers* Judging from the *t* 

values no significant difference was observed among the literate  

groups* there was significant difference beteeen the illite ra te s  

and the graduates and illite ra te s  and prof ess lonals in the 

tota l expenses incurred for their infants*

?• Cost of .hearing Intents in f l a t i o n  to occupational 
status of the Mothers*

Q,
fable lx  represents the total amount spent for infante 

according to the occupational status of the mothera*
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COST Of Atf̂ UtOKQ IMF AMiTN IN RELATION i© OCCUPATIONAL STATUSor xns mo m s as

t&SHJii XX

-mount »Mi>t in rupees .iaftX-ghUA
Particular# Wags Non teachers Clerks Doctorsearnsrs workers

rood 140 661 1116 1201 1231
Clothing SI 176 268 292 318
Cosmetics 39 61 110 139 133
Medicine sa 227 363 381 403
Furnitures and 
Furnishings 01 75 143 161 201
Caretaker# 0 64 141 184 223
Ornaments 13 172 317 324 365
Flay materials 16 61 112 131 153
Special careuionlea 17 193 353 389 458

Mean 36 192 325 355 387
SO 41 182 296 313 316

Particulars HD 66 Table * *• t • Calculated* t*

wage earners Vs
Mon workers 156 62.5 2.5 2.5 •

wage earners Vs
Teachers 269 100.2 2.5 2.8 *

wage earners Vs
Clerks 319 105 2.9 3.0 *•

wage earners Vs
Doctors 3S1 106 2.9 2.9 **

Non workers Vs
Teachers 133 116.5 2.5 1.1 Ns

Non workers vs
Clerks 163 121.4 2.5 1.3 NS

Non workers Vs
Doctors 19 5 122 2.5 1.5 NS

Teachers Vs
Clerks 30 144.4 2.5 0.2 NS
Teachers Vs Doctors 62 145.2 2.5 0.4 NS
Clerks Vs Doctors 32 149.1 2.5 0.2 NS

• Significant « t  2% level
*• Significant at 1* level 
Ms Mot Significant
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Thocre working ss doctors h«d spent more money for 
tho needs o f tholr infants, tteily wags ssm srs differed

sign ificantly from the other occupationalists thu. showing

ths existence of genuine socio-economic factor.

a * *»M.i&fl.Jafante, in relation to Occupational
a w t t t f  Qi t ilt  f * n n >

itm total expenses incurred in relation to ths 

occupational status of the fathers is in ffetole X along with 

the details of the test of significance.
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COST tiff JteAiOtta U4F*MTB Hi HMLAtiQM SO OCOIfATlOBAi* BTAiiJB
of tub fatmmkb

tabu s  X

*y*r«^> awoaiiX-aBBBfc .Att-jaiaff alX... Child.-----
Particulars wage

earners
C lerical
workers Business engineers Doctor

Food - 143 958 968 1150 1361
Clothing 51 128 135 280 331
Cosmetics 39 55 62 120 141
Medicine 50 183 192 359 470
Furnitures and 
Furnishings 01 82 85 143 225
Ornaments 12 154 165 295 402
Caratakers 0 92 98 132 245
Flay materials 13 65 72 110 168
Special ceremonies 19 185 192 340 485

to £.£VM 36 211 218 325 425
■ Si> 41 267 269 306 351

xejLtiqiil^A ------- Vs
_ £41 -  lajfel**!* «  £«icallktfc<!£ti _

t . aisue earners
90 2*120 1*9 88Clerical workers 175

2« wage earners 
Business

Vs
IB 2 91 2*120 2 Ms

3# Mage earners 
engineers

VS
299 103 2*583 2.8 •

4. sage earners 
Doctors

Vs
389 118 2*921 3.2 *•

5. c lerica l Vs Business
0*05 Msworkers 7 127 2*120

6. Clerical workers Vs
147 2*120 1*4 Msdoctors 214

7* Clerical workers VS
2*120 0*8 MsEngineers 114 136

9m Business Vs 
engineers 107 136 2*120 0*7 Ms

9m Business Vs Doctors 207 49 2*921 4.1 **

10. engineers Vs Doctors 100 156 2*120 0*6 Ms

** significant at 1% level
• S ign ifican t a t 2% level 
its sot s ign ific a n t
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i t  i t  tout natural that the highly placed professional 

group of fathers invested more money oo thair children »han the 

non-professionals such as wage earners and ambers involved 

in potty business.

9m za a orUon ft* ^onoy Went in relation to Ibtsl Sxoandltura 
incurred for ftnar^g

^■hle x i brings out the proportion of the expenditure on 

each item in relation to the total expenditure incurred for 

rearing the infants.

<



41

profoktiom or nomr svmxt in m latiox  m tm  vqval Mxp&iwimfm
lUGUHtmt FOR R&ARHH3 IMF ARTS

TA8LR X I

LIU m a Mia
Particulars Amount pereen- Amount percen-Amount percsn-spent in tegs spent in tage spent in tsgerupees rupees rupees

Food 157 40 809 42 1358 36
Clothing 62 16 216 12 333 8.7
Cosmetics 48 12 95 4.9 140 3* *•6
Medicare 60 IS 264 13.7 469 12*2
Furniture and
Furnishings 01 - 66 3.4 222 5.8
Ornament IS 4.5 198 10.3 407 10.6
Caretakers - • 10 0.9 242 6.3
Flay materials 20 9 62 3.0 966 4.3
special caramon i -  .

ea 26 6*6 202 10*5 481 12.5

Mean 43 213 424
SB 45 22S 350

Particulars m ss Table *t* Calculated' k;
n o  vs Mia 170 76 2.120 2*2 «•
n o  vs nig 381 118.3 2.921 3*2 ••
Mia vs m a 211 139.5 2.120 1*5 •*

* Significant at 5fc level
*•  Significant at 1% level 
Ms Rot Significant

Regardless of tha income, highest proportion of the 

total expenditure wax on food.(Figure 2 ). low income group 

spent greater proportion of money on clothing, medicare, 

cosmetics next to food# while the least amount was spent 

on furniture (Figure 3) • It  is interesting to note the



EXPENDITURE ON FOODS IN RELATION TO  TO TAL C O S T 
OF REARING INFANTS AT TH R EE INCOME L E V E L S

_____ S C A L E
FOOD E X P E N D IT U R E  I P ER C EN T

Figure. A



MONEY SPENT ON EACH ITEM IN RELATION TO TOTAL EXPENDITURE INCURRED 
FOR REARING INFANTS FROM 7  TO ISM0NTH8 (iMPlRCtNTAet)

ftcek«: t p«rc«nt

FOOD

CLOTHING

COSMETICS

MEDICARE

FURNITURE
ano

PURNI0H1M9S

ORNAMENTS

CARS TAKERS 

PLAY
MATERIALS

SPECIAL
CEREMONIES

Fi&ucu 3
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pattern of expenditure between middle and high income group.

The former had spent more on medicare next to food while tha 

la tte r had spant more on spaclal oeremonias. The high income 

group a pant cons iderable amount on cara takers while tha middle 

Income group had spent tha least and tha low incoraa group had

not allocated any amount for that category.
•*-tr

C. expenditure incurred on Varioua-IteBm. in .relation to Incona
fetYfflft*

The expenditure incurred on items such as food, clothing, 

cosmetics, medicare, furniture and furnishings, ornaments, 

caretakers, play materials and special ceremonies are documented 

in the following tables along with statistica l analysis.

Hie expenditure on food include milk, cereals, tinned 

foods, fru its , vegetables, eggs. etc. The money spent during 

the period of 7-15 months is  dspicted in table XXI.

/i
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s a xxx
& x» e.t*u n v n &  lliCUfctftSD ON FVOUS

Amount apant over tha 
period of 7-15 nonthe

Number in percentage
n o
IM»50)

MIQ(h»S{>) HIO
(N*50)

Xn Hupaaa
Balov 150 70 - mm
151 -  300 24 - ms
301 -  450 4 - -
451 -  600 2 2 -
601 -  750 - 32 2
751 -  900 - 56 2
901 -  1050 - 8 6
1051 -  1200 - - 18
1201 -  1350 - 2 28
1351 -  1500 - - 24
1501 -  1650 ms - 12
1651 -  1800 - - 2

Nam 113.3 782.14 1317
s o 17.22 48.78 145.22

Particulars MD SJ5 Ifcble 't* C adulated ‘ *

LXO Va MIQ 668.84 7.40 2.6 90.38••*•Lia va Mia 1203.7 21.5 2.6 55.87
Mia va axa 534.8 22.0 2.6 24.22**

**  Significant at 1% laval
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seventy per cent of the low income fern H ies spent 

less then fts• 150/- on foods* The meen expenditure on food 

fo r the low income families was found to be 8s*U3*30 over a 

period of nine months (7 to IS months of the infant’ s l i f e ) *  

The mean food expenditure ( m» 762) for the infants in the 

middle income families was six  end a half times greater than 

that of low income families* The average amount spent toy the 

high income groups on food was found to be Xs*13l7/«> and the 

sign ificant difference between the income groups is in line  

with the previous study Bsham and Jaya 4198S). This echoes 

that as the income increases* the expenses on food increases*

2* «ron d  it lire incurred on Clothing

Clothing expenses included the clothes for the infants* i.e *  

frocks* shirts* underwears* and the seasonal garments like sweater* 

scarf* woolen cap* napkins including the stitching charges* the 

major trends in the expenditure pattern on infant’ s clothing 

fo r the period of nine months at three income levels are in 

Table X ili.
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tiXk'EHUlWBM IMCURAED GtQTHMQ

TABLE XXXI

Amount spent over the dumber in percentage
period of 7-15 nonthe lXG ^#,50) n i«  ( n«$o) ilia (N«50)

in Mupeee

Below 100 90 18 ee
101 -  200 10 50 24
201 -  300 - 22 36
301 -  400 - 4 20
401 -  500 - 4 8
501 -  600 - 2 8
601 -  700 - - 4

Mean 60 182 302
SO 12*81 71*91 68*21

Particulars m £4 Table ' t ' Calculated ‘ \s

LIU VS MXO 122 10.40 2*6 11.73** '
LlQ VS BX<3 242 9*9 2*6 24*41 ** *■
NXO VS HXO 120 14*1 2*6 8.47 **

** Slgnifleant et 1% level

Ninety per cent of the low income families spent less

then hundred rupees* while there wes none in that category in

the high income families* F ifty  per cent of the middle income 
fam ilies spent money on clothing requirements in the range

of Us.100-200. F ifty  s ix  per cent of the high income families

spent rupees in the range of Ns*200-400 for their infants'
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clothing requirement* over the period of nine non the* twenty 

per cent of the high income group spent between K».400 end 700 /-_ 

fo r clothing* There wee none in thet category iron the middle 

end high income families*

the results were subjected to analysis of significance 

by *t* test* The significant differences between the low and 

high, between the middle and high* and between the low and 

middle confirm the influences of income on the cost incurred 

on clothing for infants*

on ffftgttntoa

Table XIV summarises the recorded observations of 

money spent on items such as soap, o il*  cream* powder* perfumes* 

shampoo* prickly heat powder* herbal hair tonlca for the infants 

during the period of nine months*
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* XMUtt»XXUJUfi 2MCUJUUBB OM COSMBTXCS

T A B U S  X X V

Amount sp en t o ve r tna  
p e r io d  o f  7 -15 months LXQ (B *5 0 ) M ia  (tf*S0 ) 810 (8 *50 )

In  Rupees

Below 50 60 cm •

51 - 100 40 92 26
101 - ISO - 8 60
151 - 200 - urn 14

Mean 45 79 119
BO 5.1 6 .5 10.1

P a r t ic u la r s MO sun Tab le  * t *  C a lc u la te d  ' t *

L id  VS M ia 34 1*1 2.6 2 8 .3 3 * *  *
LXO VS UIO 74 1.6 2 .6 45.68 * *  - '
M ia  vs Hid 40 1*7 2 .6 23.26 * *  •*

*• significant at 1% level

An overview of tha ISble XIV shows that most of tha luw 

income familias (60%) spant in tha range of Rs.1-50 over a 

period of seven to fifteen  months of their in fant's l i f e  and tha 

remaining forty per cent of the low income families spent between 

**.50/- and Rs.100/-. Majority of the (92%) middle Income families 

spent not less than Rs. 100/- fo r cosaw tics and the mama expenditure 

of the high income families was found to be Rs.119/— revealing 

highly significant difference between the three income groups.

This result replicates the major findings of Bahaa mud Jay a (1985).
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4. xamendlture Incurred on Wedlcst*

*xpenses Incurrod on medicare included the coat of 

consulting doctors# iamunisetion# vaccines# transport charges 

fo r visiting the doctors and purchase of certain oosty medicines, 

tonics# syrups# drops such as ABUteiC„ and Vidal in etc, as is 

sho%m in Table XV*
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&XP&miWM IMCUMK8D Oti Mtti>lCfiiUt

I  AbLJt XV

Amount spent over 
period 7-15 months

a number in percentage
LIO (M-50) MIO (N*50) H I Q  iW-50)

In aupees

below 100 94 14 am

101 -  200 4 36 8
201 -  300 2 24 18
301 -  400 - 16 12
401 -  500 - 6 8
SOI -  600 - - 16
601 -  700 am - 6
701 -  800 - - 12
801 -  900 am - 12
901 -  1000 - 2 4
1001 -  1100 - am 2
1101 -  1200 am - 2
1201 -  1300 - 2 -

Mean 58 204 536
SO 30*13 48 157*6

Particulars M0 SJB Table 't* Calculated “ *.• ’

b l O  V B  MIO 146 8.1 2*6 17.92**
L io  v * axe 478 22*9 2*6 20*84 * *  *
MI Q  VS H I Q 332 23*9 2*6 13*84 * *

** Significant i t  1* level

while majority (94%) of the low income families spent 

lees than as* 100/* on medicare* most of the high income families 

spent more than Rs.100/- The mean sum of money spent by high
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«nd middle income group were found to be 8*.536/« end Rs.204/— 

respectively* and i t  was lesser in low income families (Ra*58/-) 

over the period of seven to fifteen  months of the infant's l i f e .

More money was spent by the high income strata on items 

such as theiJaiiftC j drops* Vidal in drops* Milk of Magnesia* cough 

syrup etc. The results support the study conducted by Kulkarnl 

(1979) indicating that the economic wealth of the parents 

demonstrate higher degree of influence over the monetary expenditure 

incurred by parents for bringing up a child. The comparison 

between the cost incurred on medical aspects by low* middle end 

high inoo”** groups showed a significant difference of ' t * •

5. Rimanditura Incurred on SRefilftl ffttnU W lt ttirai fttUnflt

Table XVI refers to information pertaining to the cost 

of cradle* cot* perambulator, chair* tricycla, baby walker* three 

wheel walking aid and furnishings such as rubber sheet* blanket* 

badshest* mosquito nat and bad spreads.
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SXPSMDITGKS XNCUftJt&D ON SPSCIAL 7UKNITUN£S AND FUNNISHINOfi

t a &l * XVI

Number inWWIWIWIt N|Wt Wl
period of 7-15

rmi mw
Booths L1G (ft*50) MIG (M«$0) MIG (16*50) ‘

In Kupees

Below 50 100 28 2
51 - 100 a» 60 8

101 - 150 me 12 24
151 - 200 - - 16
201 - 300 - mm 12
301 - 350 - am 14
351 - 400 cm - 2
401 - 450 - - 10
451 - 500 - cm 6
501 - 600 me me 6

Mean 25 67.0 228
SO 0 10.1 64.98

Particulars md 5X Table *t* Calculated » t * * '

DIG Vis MIG 42 1.4 2.6 30 **
LIU VS JUG 203 9.2 2.6 22 **
MIG VS MIG 161 9.3 2.6 17.31**

M  Significant at 1% leve l.

I t  is apparent from the table XVI tnat the low Income families, 

See to their limited financial av*liab ility * spent negligible sum 

of money on special furniture and furnishings for their infants, 

only twelve per cent of the middle income families were able to 

spend Ms.100/- fts.150/- where as high income families being affluent



54

a pent more money on special furnitures and furnishings, 

furnitures lilts perambulator, baby chair, at the seventh month? 

walking c irc le  and three wheel walker at the infant*s tenth 

or eleventh month, end separate cots, blankets, rubber sheets 

aqueered in more money from high income families* significant 

difference between the middle and high income groups emerge at 

one per cent level*

The expenditure on ornaments fo r the selected infants is  

summarized in Table XVII*

TABLS XVII
MXP4HDIWW IWCUItRSO Ofii OlOiAMStiTS

Amount sisefc 
period of 7-

over the 
15 months LX<3 (M*50) Mia is*so ) MIO (M»S0)

In Aupees
0 92 72 12

1 -  500 8 IS 4
500 -  1000 - 4 It
1000 -  1500 am 4 38
1500 -  2000 — 2 18
2000 -  2500 - s» -
2500 -  3000 2 8
3000 -  3500 • • 2

Mean 0 158. IS 1072*22
SO 0 28 168*05

varticular MO ss Table ' t* Calculated *t*

L i<3 VS Ml(3 0 *. •
LIO VS UXO 0 - - -
M20 VS UXO 914.0 49*7 2.6 18*36**

• « Significant et i t  level
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An In to res ting fact that emerges from liable XVII in 

that an tha incoma increase#* tha amount of money apant an 

ornamanta increases. Tha high income families spent tha maximum 

amount of monay for their infants on ornaments perhaps reflecting  

their affluence. Thirty eight per cent had spared nn.1000/- 

to its.1500/- on ornaments like chain* golden waist chain with 

small medallions* iespecially during the f i r s t  birthday of 

the infanta). Two par cant of tha high Income families spent 

ks.2500/- leading to a remarkable difference between the three 

income groups. .

7. Expenditure incurred or. Cere Wieim

The data in Table XV1XX represents the expenditure for  
the care takers which included food and clothing expenses

allowances given to the servant maids/baby sitters/part time

helpers arranged to look after the baby.
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JSXP6KD1TUKS XbCUAJUtO Ott CAS£TAKSRS

TABL6 XVIII

Amount spout on cars taking 
ovsr a pmtied o£ 7-15 months LiQ Mia (li»SO) HXO (M»S0)
In Rupees

0 100 94 24
1 1 -  150 mm 2 8
151 -  100 - 4 36
101 -  450 - - 10
451 -  600 - - 12
601 -  750 «» • 4
751 -  900 - • mm

901 -  1050 - - -
1051- 1200 - - 6

Mean 0 0 247*14
so 0 0 80*75

Particulars MO ast Table •t* Calculated 't *

lxo vs Mia - «n 2*6 e»

L ia  vs Mia - - 2*6 mm

Mia VS HXO e» • 2*6 —

Parents from high income families appointed part-time

or fu l l  tins servers ta/cere takers to look after their infants

and so apportioned mean ks.247/- while the money spent by the

low and stlddls income groups wars negligible*
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8 - l a a n d i t t t f . incurred  on Fl«v f a t i r l « i i

Tabltt XIX represents expenses on play materials that 

included toys, dolls and play things.

Tabls  xxx

sxpnm oiturs  imcu&rsd om p l a y  m a sk r ia ls

Amount Bpmnt on play materials Number in percentage
over the period of 7-11 months I s l Q  (N*50) Mia (!N»S0) BIO (*-50)

in Rupees

Below SO 100 40 4
51 -  100 - 24 28

101 -  150 - 14 28
111 -  200 - 20
201 -  290 - 8
211 -  100 - - 10
301 -  350 - - - 2
351 -  400 - tm -

Mean 25 58 144
SO 0 12.0 38.4
Particulars MO ss Xable *t* Calculated *t*

1*10 Vt Mia 33 1.7 2.4 11.4**
1*10 VS HIQ 119.0 5.4 2.4 a . 7**
Mia vs u ia 84 5.7 2.5 15.05**

•• significant at 1% laval
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A ll the low income and sixty par cant of tha middle

income femllies spent belov its*50/- on play materials. High

income groups spent more money on play things for tneir infanta*

They reported that their children must play to learn sk ills *

The educated parents from this group* spent money cm play

materials such as Leo toys* manipulative play things* dolls*

constructive building sets* Perhaps this group was interested 
to improve the ch ild 's cognition and to provide experiences to

develop finer muscular coordination of their infants* The

sta tis tica l appraisals made indicated differences in the

expenditure incurred between the three different income groups

at one per cent level* •

• *  ♦xaandltuxe incurred on Sueclal Ceremonies

Income wise summary of expenditure on special ceremonies 

is  presented in Table XX* The expenditure on special ceremonies 

included birth day celebrations* earboring ceremony and v isits  

to temples to f u l f i l l  certain vows.
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TABLE XX
&XP8MOI1U&* INCURRED ON SPECIAL CXMXMONZ&S

Amount spent on special number in percentage
occasions over 
i~15_«gn*h® _ .

toe period of Lia <w-S0) MXQ IN*50) HXa (M»50)

In Rupees

Below 250 100 92 44
251 *  500 am - 34
501 -  750 - 2 4
751 -  1000 - - 8
1001 -  1250 - 2 •
1251 -  1500 - 2 am

1501 -  1750 - - •
1751 -  2000 am 2 2
2001 -  2250 « - 2
2251 -  2500 - • 4
2501 -  2700 - - -

Mean 125 135 315.22
so 0 71*4 98.81

Particulars MD S & Table *t ( Calculated 't*

b ia  vs Mia 10 0*8 2.4 12.5**
b ia  VS MXQ 190 9.5 2.6 19.3**
Mia vs Hia 180 12.3 2.6 14.4**

** Significant at lib level

ilM data documented n fla e t «d  tiiat noc« than sixty  

par cant of tha low and Middle income families and fourty four 

percent of the high incone families spent Its.250/-. Eighty 

par cent of tha high income families had spent rupees more than 

1* 750/- The high income families spent more money on jewels
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end for sots© religious customs, sin os they had several traditional 

form alities, tine of the grandest ceremonies la the celebration 

of the ch ild 's f i r s t  birthday, ftemarkabie difference la observed 

in the expenses between the three income groups at one per cent 

leve l.

1°. ftlYtagft foi. MW.HaJ

Table XXI brings forth the findings on savings fo r the 

male and female Infants at three income levels in the fora of 

monthly instalments, bank savings and fixed deposits.

TABLB XXX
&avinos ro* ute infants -  sax hiss

Amount saved over a Number in percentage
period of 7-15 months LI<3 tW-50) Mio (N-50) UIQ (K-50)

Male female Male Female Male Female

In Hupees

Below 500 -  4 - ee 20 4
501 -  1000 «» ee - mm 20 14
1001 -  1500 -  - 4 2 -
1501 -  2000 ee mm - 2 4 6
2001 -  2500 -  - - mm - 4



Ths number of children for when savings hod been 

dons in tbs low income families was vary low 4490) whsn compared

with ths high ineons fam ilies. la  ths middle income group*

squal number of ehildrsn of both ths ssass. had savings not loss 
than thousand rupees* In ths high income familiss* mors owls

ehildrsn (4490) had savings than fsmala ehildrsn* Xt may bs

bseauss ths 1sttar group had high aspirations to sducata their

ehildrsn and so a stronger urge to save money right from infancy*

i>.

The supplementary findings emerging from ths study such 

as frequency of sickness in relation to incoms levels* influence 

of incoms on coat of infant feeding* attainment of walking 

ab ility  in relation to money spent on furniture are discussed 

in the following tables*

i*  rnffatffwr ** k̂ 1* tLtap XneQBt*>

The frequency of sickness in infants such as diarrhoea*

fever and cold are shown in Table XXXI.
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ihft occurance of diarrhoea and fever at highest 

frequency around the tanth month of tha infanta studiad 

indioata tha probability of influanca of urge to b ite ta ste  

and aueh (Fraud* 1950) tha objaeta that ha aanipulataa (Piaget,

1965) and gat inf acted.

incidanoaa raportad about favar (13th month) was maximum among 

tha infanta belonging to low income as compared to tha middle 

i 54>) and, high income groups (36?t) during tha study period.

These incidanoaa may be due to tha inability  of tha low income 

group to maintain hygienic conditions.
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i V
a* M u tu u m  9* .w att lM J fra itt. k n i a ^ n  to ^pgy.jSte>.p& 

oaJK«CTAteCT

Table XXXXI brings out the correlation between the 

month of attainment of walking and the money spent on furniture 

that fac ilita te  walking*

XASU. XXXIX

ikHTAWtoMT or wALKXttd A b lU T X  Xki XXlMtfXOh I© M0H4Y Oh
ruhhxxujut

Month of 
attainment

X

Money spent 
in rupees 

Y
X2 X2 JOT •t»

X -  292 Y -  6834 3174 2118435 74697 ♦ 0*32

There was positive correlation between the month of 

attainment of walking ab ility  and the mnount spent on furnitures 

H ik e  play-pen, tri-cyc le ) that fac iliated  walking indicating 

the better the opportunities for a child, the earlie r the 

development of walking sk ills *



V. SUMMARY AfeiD CONCLUSION

Ag«cing a child imposes osrteiu kinds of monetary 

expenditures on tha parents. This study is a follow-up 

study aitting to carve out tha financial cost of roaring tha 

infants over a period of nina raonths (7 to IS months of the 

infant*s l i f e ) .  The following conclusions have been drawn 

based on tha entries made in tha record by • ha mot tiers on 

expenses towards their infants.

1. Tha total cost incurred on Infanta sexwise revealed 

that tha amount spent for tha female infants

was higher than tha amount spent for male infanta 

by a s .141/* though sta tistica lly  the difference 

was insignificant.

2. No remarkable differences in tha expenditure 

pattern was observed with respect to the order

of birth of tha infants though tha mean expenditure 

was oomparitively higher for the f i r s t  borne than 

that o f tha second and middle horns.

2. The total cost of rearing infanta differed  

significantly between tha nuclear and joint 

fam ilies.
4. Tha total expenditure mat by the three income 

groups revealed a general trend of more money 

being spent by the high than the middle end low income 

groups and the cost Increased as the age of the 

infants increesed.
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5* The lite ra te  parent* Incurred more money then 

the illite ra te s  for bringing up the children 

ana the difference wee significant statistica lly *

6* The e ffect of employment of the mother Influenced 

the total cost incurred for rearing infants, 

likewise professional itthere (doctors end engineers) 

spent wexfuMSB for rearing their infants followed 

by parents involved in business* The wage earners 

significantly differed from the other occupation!lets 

incurring much loss amount on rearing infants*

?* The proportion of money spent in relation to the 

total expenditure incurred for rearing infants 

among the three income groups revealed 

significant difference between the high and low* 

and between low and middle Income groups*

8* significant differences, a;.terged in regard to the 

expenditure incurred on different items such as 

food* clothing# cosmetics* medicare# furnitures 

and furnishings* ornaments# caretakers# play 

materials and spacial ceremonies strong the low# 

middle and high income groups*

9# The observations with reference to the savings

pattern revealed that more money was saved tor the
fc:

male jfchan for the female child*



10, Ihere is  a pesltiv i correlation tetvtca ttoa month 

of attainment of walking ana the money spent on 

s o c ia l  furnitures that fac ilita te  walking.

*£G€*mi«jUA?XOh$«

Its recommendatlona emerging out of this study 

for further research aret

1. A oomparitive study of the coat Incurred by the 

parents in rural and urban settings could toe 

studied*

2* Xhe assessment of cost incurred for rearing children 

i f  carried out upto preschool level might add on 

to fundamental knowledge on cost of child rearing.

3. Outcomes of such studies on cost of rearing 

normal and exceptional children might throw 

ligh t on the allocation of money required for 

their welfare by th» government.
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APPftiMOlX A

R&CQfUJ dlV&M 10 rfAlN £'Aih i'iifi. CObf OF te/kKlNQ XhFASTS FROM7-1$ m m  m s

1* Memo of tha Interviewee s

2* Adaress s

3. Typo of family • Jolnt/wucleer

4. Income (Monthly) 4 He.

Any other source of income • YOS/MO.

I f  yes p ac ify
A

•

I f  yes • He.

5. ym llv  Background!

;A OvHo*̂
S.Mo* ttan* of tha a dirt* Halation*

family Member Level of ship to tha
the Members head of the 

fatally
Ago sox

occupo-Income 
tion  Rs# 

(Mon­
thly) •

6. Ordinal position of the Child t

7. sox of tha Child >

8. weight of tha baby at birth *
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9* Did you beau t fad the baby
icon birth? • Yes/No.

10* T ill what time i months.

11* Specify the milk foods and
other foods given to tha a) Timd Foods •
child from 7 to IS months i

b) Milk and Milk products*
c) Cereal Foods.

d) Others (specify)

12

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f .  

9*

boas your husband or anyother parson help you in 

rearing Infant? • Yea/Mo.
U)

i f  Yes, which of tha following j&ay does ha/she help?.

Bathing

Taking tha Child to the Doctors 

Playing with the Child 

Arranging the Child 's dresses 

Helping you to prepare .oilk/food 

brassing the Child 

Any otherlSpecify)

t Yes/Bo.
• Yes/fto.

i Yes/ho. 

i Yes/ho. 

i Yes/No. 

t Yes/ho.

• Yes/ho.

13. Did you have any problem in i Yes/tio.

rearing your infant so far?

I f  yes, specify tha problam •

I f  yes, do you need a creche 
fo r your< child in your 
loca lity . i

14. whether adapting email family

norm i Yes/ ho •

I f  yes -  specify tha reason t 

I f  no -  specify the reason *
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15* expenditure pattern »

expenditure on m m  of the Infant in months ----------
Iteaft* 7th 8th 9th 10th 1 1 th 12th 13th 14th 15th

a. Pood -  Milk* 
other too os a 
special foods.

b. feeding equipments 
(Spoon, cup,etc.)

c . I f  breast fed, 
on s o c ia l  foods 
consumed by the 
mother during 
lactation.

d. Clothing
e. cosmetics

1. soap
11. Powder

111. Oil 
iv. Creams

f .  Medical •XiSnsesi
1. Medicine

11. Doctor's Fees
111. Transport

g. special furniture 
(lik e  Chair 
porarcbulater) e^d 
furnishings, 
(mattress, tea -

.spreads e tc .)
h. Ornaments* 

cold. 8 liver, etc
I .  Taking care of the 

child- (servants 
baby s it te rs ).

J. Play things
(Toys, d o lls ),  

k. Special ceremonies 
(birthday,

^earboring etc)

16. others*
a. Savings * N
b. boss of income 

on account of 
infant car# t
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The *t* values ware found out using the following 

formula*

*  *  \

where#

“ x‘ s l>2 ♦ » 2t s 3>2
------------ -■■■■...A.... 4 ...

nl   ̂ ®2 “  2

X (l/ i^  ♦ l/n2)

Xĵ  ■  Men of the f ir s t  group*

X * Mean of the second group*

m dumber of samples in the f ir s t  group 

n̂  * Number of samples in the second group.

«* Standard deviation of the f ir s t  group 

$2 * Standard deviation of the second group*

mb m *fean Difference

SM » Standard srror*

WOn statistical analysis won xxpxssss iNcmuusD on

JTOQDS BY '2IUI&* XmCGHS OHOUFS ( 4'AfiL* Xl X IN J&XT)
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dXFSMOll.'UBd UiCO iUxsO Out tOQiJ&

XII

*unount spent in 
ruppea in daring

__ttuwbsr in larcantaae____________
sxa tM-so) Mia ib -50) HXa(*«S0)

Below ISO 70 - -

ISO - 300 24 - -

301 - 450 4 - -

451 - *00 2 2 4B

*01 - 750 *  32 2

751 - 900 -  56 2

901 - 1050 -  8 6

1051 - 1200 -  - 18

1201 - 1350
i

•  2 28

1351 - 1500 -  - 24

1501 - 1650 -  - 12

1*51 - 1800 -  - 2

Mean 113*3 782*14 1317

SO 17.22 48.78 145.22

Particulars MO S£ Table* t* Calculated* t*

ilO  Vs Mia *68*84 7*40 2*6 90.38 ••

LIG Vs fcilG 1203*7 21*5 2.6 55*87 **

Mia vs BIG 534*8 22.0 2*6 24*22 #«

** significant at 1% laveI
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( 1 )  LI<3 Vs MlO

t  -  7 8 1 .1 4  -  11 1 *1 -------------------------

I 50411 .2 1 1 *  * SO 1 * 8 -7 8 )2 X  1 1 /5 0 +  1/SO ) 

98

^  ■ $.!■■ m 9 0 *3 8  **
7 .4 0

( U )  lxo v# *aa '

t  -  U 1 7  --------------
* ______  ■

I 5 0 1 1 7 .2 3 1 ^  SO tl« S .2 2 1 ?  x  ( ] / M  +
vj- 98

t  «  m 5 5 .8 7  • •21 • 9
t i l l )  M ia  VS H18 ,

t «  *s.,7fia „« . j j  ... .....

' S Q l* » .n > ,d .  SO 1 2 2 p  X ^ l / 5 0  ♦ l/5 0 )
4  9 8

t'/ t “ , „$34*8„ K 24.22 **
42

• *  S ig n if ic a n t  a t  i%  ia v e l

D m  co m p a riso n  betw een th e  incom e g ro u p s showed s ig n if ic a n t  

a if fe re n c e s  a t  p e r o e n t le v e l •
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XI* Hm  correlation coefficient *r* was calculated using 

the following formulas 

* -  S* *y

^16S X ^  dSY)
Where, s* XY «  iXY X ■ £ Y

ti
SSX ■ £X2 -  U x )2

ti
ssy *  l ¥ 2 -  t i y  ) a

b

r «  correlation coefficient

FOK aKAi.PLdl S 1'ATJLb f  ICxL aPP<w*X;>xL FOit COKfUfcOXXXQW 
^TiAlWiAMT G? WAbJCXftii It* TO MOtt&Y SPdNT QJM
iUKaliUtui (T^LAXaXX X* iCXT).

TABLES XXXXX

ATTAlBmBT OF WAUCXMO ABILITY XBSmL^TlOB it) MQft&Y Bi-BBT TO FURBllVkii

fron th of Money spent 
attainment on furniture

E walking 
X

in as*
Y Y2 XY

12 163 144 26569 1956
12 152 144 23104 1824
12 225 144 50625 2700
12 240 144 57600 2880
12 343 144 131769 4356
12 391 144 152881 4692
11 183 121 33481 2013
11 242 121 58564 2662
11 335 121 112225 ^685
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Month of 
attainment

Money sx-ent 
on furniture

of walking in as.
n fY XY

11 385 121 148225 4235

11 352 121 123904 3872

11 3o8 121 135424 4048

11 438 121 191844 4818

11 457 121 20884 5027

10 487 100 237169 4870

10 254 100 64516 2540

10 276 100 76176 2760

10 261 100 68121 2610

10 168 100 28224 1680

10 191 100 36481 1910

10 143 100 20449 1430

10 121 100 14641 1210

10 45 100 2025 450

10 30 100 900 300

10 35 100 1225 350

11 271 121 73441 2981

11 258 121 66564 2838

£*-292 £¥■6334 »  3174 £Y2»  2118435 iXY-74697
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X

ilX

SSY

SP

m 292 I Y *  6834#

1 -  3174 f £Y2 »  2118435 | £XY «  74697,

r i  &p X Y_____  -  ^XY -  A & S L -----
JtSSX) (SSY) _________tt ....... ........ .—

X X x 2”-  l^JS l2)(iY2 -  i iX l2 
v M A  X

2
£»SX - 2 •  £X -  .,1 £jtiL

ft

»  iX -  3174

l i x )2 «  85244
ft -  27

ssx -  3174 -  ..9JL81- *
27

SSY *  1Y2 -  t ? Y )2
X

-  tY 2 *  2118435

11Y>2 -  46703554

ft - 27,

• 2118435 -  «*70iSS& -  M867t
27

XY -  1XY -  JjLuUL
u

•  2XY «  74497

IX -  292

lY «  6834

N •  27
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S* X* -  74097 -  291 X 8824 -  739.
27

..XX_________
j { S S X )  {SHY)

SB XY ■ 789

SSX -  17 

SSX -  383674

r *  .. ,7.89. .. .........  m 789
17) X i 388674) Jo607458

-  -222.
2570

0.31

Thare is  a correlation between the month of attainment of 

walking ab ility  in relation to the ecaount spent on furniture.

*  *  *


