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To Al or
not to Al?

AI toO]S, byt
ower (0 €

Sriginality a

hemselves, do not have
nhance or diminish our
nd creativity. It all depends

on how we use them.

W
he The use of

enerative Artif-
icial intelligence
(AD in educa-

fan of JK Rowling expects
her to use Al to write a no-
vel, just as no fan of AR
Rahman expects him to
compose music with the
help of Al Artificial is syn-
thetic, while natural is
authentic.

This statement should
not be interpreted to mean
that Al cannot be used for
creative or productive pur-
poses. The purposes for
which creative artists use
Al tools are quite different
from those for which stu-
dents and teachers use
them.

Noam Chomsky provo-
catively described Al as
“plagiarism software”.
While some critics argue
that Al merely copies and
modifies existing words
and phrases, generative
models do not simply re-
produce content. Instead,
they synthesize new com-
binations and generate no-
vel outputs based on the
data they are trained on.
However, using Al-generat-
ed content uncritically re-
flects a lack of originality,
creativity, and eritical
thinking.

Those who view Al as a
threat to academic integri-
ty (honesty, fairness, and

responsibility) often fail to
see its educational poten-
tial. This raises the ques-
tion of whether AI tools
should be banned, restrict-
ed, or promoted in educa-
tional institutions.

New York City public
schools, which had pre-
viously restricted access to
ChatGPT on school com-
puters and networks, have
recently lifted the ban.
Rather than thinking of
banning Al tools, schoglg
should teach students hoy,
to use them appropriately
This proactive appmach'
can enhance students’ y,.
derstanding of the techp).
ogy and could prove tq b
a valuable workplace skil]
It is crucial for educagj oli
boards to implemep,
thoughtful and Teasonghe
Al policies.

Good or bad mentor
In a discussion on the role
of Al in education, one
teacher remarked that Al
acts as a mentor for stu-
dents. I asked whether he
considered ita good or bad
one. The reality is that Al
can be either, depending
on how we choose to use
it. The prompts we provide
reflect our intentions, and
Al responds accordingly.
AL as a good mentor or
an educational tool, can in-
stil confidence in learners,
arouse their curiosity, em-
power them fo critically
evaluate generated con-
tent, spark creativity, syn-
thesize information, edit
or translate content into
any language, help them
jmprove their language
ckills, organise study mate-
rials, develop learner auto-
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nomy, and enhance perso-
nalized learning by making
it more effective and en-
joyable.

On the other hand, as a
bad mentor, Al can do eve-
rything for the student:
generate ideas for home-
work, complete assign:
ments, prepare presenta-
tion slides, and even give
the impression that the us-
er is the original author of
essays, presentations, and
reports it has created.

Al has empowered
many academics, T€-
searchers, and students
who now feel that lan-
guage should no longer be
a barrier to expressing
their novel ideas and re-
search findings, as Al tools
assist with language-relat-

ed tasks.
In other words, thanks
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10 Al, academia has be-
ﬁ?)rtniq r;xorg produptive, if
CI'Eativefe Innovative and
Sleth the ubiquitous
dartphone and other
g4dgets ang 24/7 Internet,
anémne can learn anytime
Cemlélmywh_ere.iu the 2ist
Comery. If individuals be-
i us‘eAI literate and learn
& CAI tools effectively,
g Elm becomg self-di-
e ‘€arners with mini-
iy ls:lstemce from teach-
shc;uld erefore, educators
teach students how

its ‘ﬂg?(s’ Ifs strengthis; and
L Itations, so that stu-
B understand when
A ’I‘h'ow to use it effective-
strat 1S can promote more
€gic use of Al and re-

€€ over-reliance on it-
ett. Should also address
Ical issues, such as pla-

@D

giarism and emphasise the
importanc® of adhering to
olicies:
AI‘E] tools; bY themselves,
do not have t},‘e bower to
enhance OF tfjlmmish our
originality 3¢ Creativity—
it fl}n depends on how we
use them: When applied
thoughtfull rather than as
a crutch, M€Y Can assist
with idea g€ ation, help
Overcome mEHta] blOCkS,
aﬂd reﬁ]]e temz thEI'Eby
expanding d¢ative capa-
bllities_ HOWEVEr: over-re-
Jiance on Al €20 develop
cognitive JaZ7€SS or men-

tal inertia, weaken pro-
blem-solving abilities, re-
duce independent
thinking, and lead us to by-
pass imaginative process-
es. Since Al-generated con-
tent often reflects patterns
from its training data, ex-
cessive dependence on it
can further restrict origi-
nality. Will we make AT our
creative assistant or allow
it to become a crutch? The
ball is in our court. Let’s
make the right play.

The writer is an ELT resource person
and education columnist.
rayanal@yahoo.co.uk




